BEAHKOIIOGHE ITOGAAHHA NMOCTIMHOI KOHOEPEHIIIT
VEPATHCEKHX ITIPAROGAABHHX EIIHGKOIIIRB IIO3A MEXKAMH VKPATHH

Yniobneri y locnozi CAweHHoCyxuTesni!

Mo Boni boxi M1 BIACBATKYBaNM HedaBHO Pi3OBSHI
cBATa i HABNMXKAEMOCSA 3HOBY [10 CBSAITA BCIX CBAT - BockpediHHA
XpurcToBoro, i LLo6 Moro AOCTOMHO 3yCTpiTh CBsATa LlepkBa Hac
NPUroTOBASE OO0 HbOro BenmkonocHUM nepiofoM, SKUI
BiA3HA4aETLCS 0COONMBMMIM BOrOCYXKIHHAMM, 5Ki BIOYBalOTHCS
TiNbKX B LEV MNepiof, LEPKOBHOIO POKY | He 3BEPLUYIOTbCH B
iHLLIWM Yac.

Becb Ayx BeNMKOMOCHMX DOrocsyXiHb Ma€e 3a MeTy
NpVBECTM HaC OO LMPOro nokasHHS, 3MHUTM Ham obpa3
XNTTA | HAONW3KUTK Ao bora, Big fKoro My BigoanMnmcs Yepes
HaLLi HeMoui Ta MPIXK | MOXJTMBO BXXE Halle CepLie OKaMeHINo,
IO MM He BBaXaeMo cebe rpillHMKaMK, a XMBEMO $iK BCi
Noan | MOXIMBO MOPIBHIOYM cebe 3 HAMK BBaXKaeMO, LLIO
HalLle XUWTTS BXe He Take NoraHe i HeMae YoMy XBWUSTIOBATUC.
3[0a€TbCsA 30BHILLIHBLO BCE A0Ope BUMMAOAE, @ BHYTPILIHBO MU
3arnyLyeMOo Hally COBICTb — rofioc boxuin B Hac.

Yac Benmkoro lNMocty — ue € 4ac 3agymMaTnce aK My
xuBeM i anavoro, CedAta LlepkBa Haragye Ham, LLO € Yac
He TiNbKM YTPUMaHHSA Bif MEBHMX BUAIB XapyyBaHHS, a 4ac
B3aEMONMPOLLEHHS, MOSIUTOB, i1 MUlocepas i OyXOBHOro
BOOCKOHAJIEHHS.

Haw locnoab Icyc Xpucrtoc nepen BUXOLOM Ha
nyoni4yHy NponoBidb roTyBas cebe [0 Hei MOCTOM | MOMTBOIO
B MYCTWHI | ByB BUNPOHOBYBAHWU AMABOSIOM i MOKa3aB HaMm
npvKnag ons HacnigysaHHs.

AT 38 XPUCTOM, XXUTV MO XPUCTUSHCHKM — Li@ 3Ha4WTh
ynofibHoBaTUCh XpUCTOBI. [0Cnoab roBopUTb [0 Hac: «/e £,
Tam ciyra mii 6yge». My MOBWHHI Nam'aTaTy WO B 4ac
Benvikoro Mocty Mu € pasom 3 XpuctoM nig Hac Moro crpacte,
nig, Yac Vloro xpecHoi goporu. Ceati OTUj BYaTh, WO MICT i
MOSIUTBa — Lie € ABa Kpwuna , ki NigHocATb Hac Ao bora.

Yac Benukoro lMocTy € Yac nmigHecT Hali cepus 4o
Fora, nogskysatu bory 3a Moro gobpogincrsa, nonpocutu
NpoLeHHs B bora 3a Halwi rpixu i ik 61 M He NPOXMN CBOE
XWTTS TPILHO | Be3UinbHO, MW MOBUHHI Nam’aTati, o bor
HIKONM He BiIBepHeTLCA Bif, Hac , BiH € UM NiobnsymMmM 6aTbko,
KN BUXOAWTb | Yekae Ha aopo3i CBoro OnyaHoro clHa ym

Jlopori bpatrsa i cectpm B Ykpairi ta no3a ii mexamu!

J04KY, LLIOD NPUIAHSATL B CBOI BaTbKIBCHKI 0BIMMM K PIIHY ANTUHY.

Tox B 4ac Benwkoro [Mocty 3HanaiMo Yac i gopory oo
nomy Hatworo Otus HebecHoro - go Cesitoi Llepksu , BiH Hac
yekae B CBATMX TaiHcTBax Criosigii MpuyacTs, Wob Hac NpoCTTA
i LLLOO MO AOCTOMHO Ha3BaTy bora Hawmm Otuem. He Ginmocs
KasT1CA B CBOIX rpixax, Haw bor € mobos, biMocs Ginblue
rPILLNTK, @ SK FPILLMMO He BMadanmo B Bindan , 60 niofdcbke Le
rpILKTL, @ ANSBONBCbKE — He KasTUCh.

M NOBWHHI BIPUTH, LLIO 3a HALLIOKO XXNTTEBOIO [0nrodoto,
Hac Yekae BockpediHHS.

Hexan uen Benukum TMicT cTaHe 4acoM HaLLOro
[lyXOBHOIO YOOCKOHamNeHHs, Hexar Bcemmnoctueum Focnofb
napye CBoi Benuki nacku i WenpoTn Halomy Oarato-
CTpaxkdanbHOMy yKpaiHCbKOMY Hapoay B YKpalHii B pO3CifHHI, i
BCiX Hac odisie cBITNO Moro CBATOro BockpediHHs.

3 BceobHiMatoHow 10b0oB10, @ 0AHOYACHO | LMpI
MOJIUTOBHVKM 38 KOXHOIO 3 Bac,

+ KOHCTaHTUH
Murtpononut YkpaiHcekoi [paBociasHoi Ljepksu B CLLIA
I B glacrnopi
+ fOpivi
Murtpononut YkpaiHcekoi [TpaBocnaBHoi Llepkeu B KaHaal
+ AHTOHIY
Apxuenckon YkpaiHcokoi [TpaBocnaBHoi Llepksu B CLLIA
+ loaH
Apxuenckon YkpaiHcekoi [TpaBocnaBHoI LlepkBu B fiacriopi
+ Epemis
Apxuerckon [liBaeHHo-AMeprKaHcbKol €EnapXii' YkpaiHcbkoi
[paBocriaBHoI' LlepkBu
+ lnapioH
€nvickon YkpaiHcbkoi [paBocnasHoi Llepksu B KaHaai
+ AHApIv
€nvickon YkpaiHcbkoi [paBocnasHoi Llepksu B KaHaai
+ [laHunin
Envckon YkpaiHcbkoi lpasocnasHoi Llepksiu B CLLIA




THE GREAT-LENT €PISTLE
OF THE PERMANENT GONFERENGE OF
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS BEYOND
THE BORDERS OF UKRAING

Beloved in the Lord, Reverend Clergy and Monastics, dear Brothers and Sisters in
Ukraine and beyond her borders!

By God’s will, we draw near, once again, to the Great Feast of all Feasts — the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord, our God and our Savior. In order to greet the feast
in a worthy fashion, the Holy Church leads us into the Great Fast, which is unique in its
liturgical services, celebrated only during this time of the ecclesiastical year, with one
goal: bringing us to sincere repentance, changing our life’s direction — drawing us nearer
to God rather than away from Him, because we have distanced ourselves from Him by

our weakness and sinfulness.

Our hearts have hardened and we fail to acknowledge
that sinfulness. Rather than compare ourselves with the
standards Christ has set for His followers, we compare
ourselves to other people, concluding that our life is “not so
bad” and that there is no reason for worry. Externally,
everything appears to be in order about us, because internally
we have silenced the voice of God.

The Great Fast is the time to contemplate how we
are living our lives — the reasons we act the way we do. The
Holy Church reminds us that the Fast is not simply a time to
abstain from food, but, a time of forgiveness, prayer, acts of
charity and searching for the way of perfecting ourselves
spiritually, a time to search for new reasons for our lives, our
deeds and our words.

Our Lord, Jesus Christ, prior to His public ministry,
prepared through fasting and prayer in the desert, where He
was tempted by Satan himself —an example for us to follow.
To live the Christian lifestyle, means precisely to imitate Christ,
Who says to us, “Where | am, there shall my servant be.” We
must be with Christ — during His Passions, during His walk
with the Cross, during His Crucifixion and finally at His
Resurrection. The Holy Fathers teach that fasting and prayer
are the two "wings” upon which we are lifted up to God.

The time of the Great Fast is a time to offer-up our
hearts to God, thanking Him for His loving kindness and begging
His forgiveness of our sins, regardless of the depth to which
we descend in our sinfulness and the futility of our lives. We
must never forget that God will not turn away from us. He
is the loving Father who rushes forth to greet the return of
prodigal sons and daughters, to embrace them once again as
His own beloved children. He is abundantly present to us in
the Holy Mysteries of Penance and the Eucharist, forgiving
our sins and abiding within us, that we may worthily call Him
“Father”. Let us not fear sorrow and contrition for our sins,
for it leads to repentance, through which we discover that
our God truly is LOVE. Do let us fear, however, our continued
sinfulness and our willingness to succumb to complacency —
“every human being sins” - remaining unrepentant, for this is
from Satan himself.

We must have faith that beyond the Golgothas of
our daily lives —resurrection awaits — for our Lord promises

us that we will share in His Resurrection! OQur forefathers,
throughout the history of our beloved Ukraine, comprehended
this and rather than deny the Resurrection power they gave
their very lives as proof of its Truth, under circumstances more
difficult than any of us alive today have ever experienced. May
we follow their example during this Great Fast and beyond. May
this be a time for us to strive for spiritual perfection. May this
be a time for us to recognize, as did our ancestors, God's abundant
Grace and Bounty in our lives and the illumination of our souls by
the radiant Light that shines forth from the empty tomb following
His Holy Resurrection!

The ultimate responsibility for our salvation lies within
each of us as individuals, dearly beloved. Our prayer during this
holy fasting season will be that we all come to the realization of
this truth, that we finally abandon the hope that “someone else”
will do what is necessary for that salvation and that we will fully
embrace that responsibility! Christ did what was necessary! Ours
is to respond to His Love.

With an abiding love for each of you, we remain the
intercessors for your souls,

+Constantine
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
and the Diaspora
+Yurij
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
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+loan
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+Jeremiah
Archbishop of the South American Eparchy of the UOC
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+Daniel
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