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To the Venerable and Christ-loving clergy and laity
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Australia,
New Zealand, Canada, Europe, South America,

the United States of America and in Ukraine

Dear and beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord!

Christ is Born!
Into a restless and darkened world appeared the shining light of the Bethlehem star, - the star
which announced the incarnation of Him Who would illuminate the darkness and calm the sea
of restlessness by His peace. Into the silence of the night comes the majestic chant of the
Angels heralding god’s greatest manifestations of love towards mankind, - a love which sends
His only Begotten Son to the earth. God Himself, so long silent to the restless and darkened
world, answers at last! Christ is Born! God is with us! Man can never cease to marvel, - can
never cease to reconcile to our human intellect – only by faith, - for the mind is staggered by
the implications of the very God, the very Creator, made man! In the manger Child God took
a form that we could see and understand as the Way. By His examples, - of His ministry, - in
His teachings the way became evident! The Way summed up in the chant of the Angels as they
proclaimed: “Peace to men of good will!” The Way becomes His Peace which He gives to all
who baptized in Christ, in order to be filled with the desire of good will towards others.

The birth of Jesus Christ was the unique event in the history of the world. It happened only
once! The Word was made flesh! And year after year we commemorate this event with hymns
and carols of the manifestation of God’s love towards mankind. However, to commemorate is
not simply an act of remembrance in an event of the past, for it is also there to bring that past
event into our present lives and apply it positively. Thus, Christ is Born and we remember that
night whenever His light entered into the world of darkness; God is with us, for that light of
His life guides and sustains us presently and uninterruptedly. God is with us, His peace resides
within stables of our souls, - His way permeates our very lives.

Christ is Born, yes an event of the past, - yes, an event which is continually acting in the souls
of those who receive the new born Christ-Child. The past becomes the present moment of life.
The word was made flesh and is dwelling among us!



Beloved: it is the easiest thing to fence Christ in the walls of the church building, - to confine
Him, to shut Him in the deepest and smallest sanctuary of our hearts, limiting Him to be the
Sunday morning segment of our lives. Here, confined, the Word will not become flesh! The
Word will not act to a hungry and thirsty world for peace. Christmas is upon us and it must
remind us that God is here, that He dwells within us! And wherever man grieve, wherever men
are hurt or flesh is bruised,  wherever a children are in hunger or men are in need, - there we
must be, as carriers of the newly born Christ-Child, - there, the Word must become flesh in the
name of God and for “Peace on earth, good will towards others”. Then, and only then, can
Christmas have meaning in our lives. Then, and only then, we can proclaim Christ is Born and
God is with us!

May the Word become flesh and dwell amongst us all, guiding our lives throughout coming
New Year by His love and with His Peace. It is the prayer of your hierarchs that you experience
the most blessed and holy Christmas Season and a New Year filled with the blessings from
above.

Christ is Born!  Glorify Him!

The Nativity of Christ 2011/2012

With Archpastoral Blessings,

+ Constantine
Metropolitan – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and in Diaspora

+ Yurij
Metropolitan – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Antony
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

+Ioan
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora

+ Jeremiah
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church, South America Eparchy

+ Ilarion
Bishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Andrij
Bishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Daniel
Bishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
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Äî äóõîâåíñòâà òà â³ðíèõ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿
Öåðêâè Àâñòðàë³¿, Íîâî¿ Çåëàíä³¿, Êàíàäè, ªâðîïè,
Ï³âäåííî¿ Àìåðèêè, Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàò³â Àìåðèêè

òà Óêðà¿íè

Äîðîã³ óëþáëåí³ ó Õðèñò³ áðàòè ³ ñåñòðè!

Õðèñòîñ Ðîæäàºòüñÿ!

Â íåâãàìîâíèé òà çàòåìíåíèé ñâ³ò ç’ÿâèëîñü áëèñêó÷å ñâ³òëî Âèôëåºìñüêî¿ ç³ðêè, - ç³ðêè, ÿêà
çâ³ñòèëà ïðî âîïëî÷åííÿ Òîãî, Õòî ïðîñâ³òèòü òåìðÿâó ³ çàñïîêî¿òü ìîðå íåâãàìîâàíîñò³ ñâî¿ì
ìèðîì. Â í³÷íó òèøó ïðîáèâàº ÷àð³âíèé àíãåëüñüêèé ñï³â çâ³ùàþ÷è ïðî íàéá³ëüøå Áîæå âèÿâëåííÿ
ëþáîâ³ äî ëþäñòâà, - âèÿâëåííÿ ëþáîâ³, ùî ïîñèëàº Ñâîãî ªäèíîðîäíîãî Ñèíà íà çåìëþ. Ñàì
Áîã, ùî òàê äîâãî íå â³äïîâ³äàâ íåâãàìîâíîìó òà çàòåìíåíîìó ñâ³òîâ³, íàðåøò³ â³äïîâ³â! Õðèñòîñ
Íàðîäèâñÿ! Ç íàìè Áîã! Ëþäèíà í³êîëè íå ïåðåñòàº äèâóâàòèñÿ, - í³êîëè íå çìîæå çáàãíóòè
öüîãî ñâî¿ì ðîçóìîì, - ëèøå â³ðîþ, - òîìó ùî ðîçóì ñõâèëüîâàíèé ó÷àñòþ ñàìîãî Áîãà, ñàì
Ñòâîðèòåëü ñòàâ ëþäèíîþ. Â ÿñëàõ Áîæå Äèòÿ âçÿëî ôîðìó, ÿêó ìè á ìîãëè áà÷èòè ³ ðîçóì³òè ÿê
³ñòèííèé Øëÿõ. Ñâî¿ì æèòòÿì, ñâî¿ì â÷åííÿì, ïðîÿâèâñÿ íàì øëÿõ! Øëÿõ, ïðî ÿêèé â³ñòâóâàâ
õîð àíãåëüñüêèé: “Ìèð äîáðèì ëþäÿì!” Øëÿõ ñòàº Éîãî Ìèðîì, ùî Â³í ïîñèëàº âñ³ì, õòî
õðåùåíèé ó Õðèñò³, ùîá ìàòè áàæàííÿ òâîðèòè äîáðî ³íøèì.

Íàðîäæåííÿ ²ñóñà Õðèñòà áóëî îñîáëèâîþ ïîä³ºþ â ³ñòîð³¿ ñâ³òó. Öå ñòàëîñÿ ò³ëüêè ðàç! Ñëîâî
ñòàëî ò³ëîì! Ð³ê çà ðîêîì ìè çãàäóºìî öþ ïîä³þ ï³ñíÿìè òà êîëÿäêàìè ïðî ïðîÿâëåííÿ Áîæî¿
ëþáîâ³ ëþäñòâó. Ïðîòå, çãàäóâàòè — öå íå ïðîñòî ïàì’ÿòàòè ïîä³þ ç ìèíóëîãî, àëå ïðèâåñòè öþ
ïîä³þ ó íàøå æèòòÿ ³ æèòè ç íåþ. Îòæå, Õðèñòîñ Íàðîäèâñÿ ³ ìè ïàì’ÿòàºìî ïðî öþ í³÷ êîëè
Éîãî ñâ³òëî ââ³éøëî â ñâ³ò òåìðÿâè; ç íàìè Áîã, áî ñâ³òëî Éîãî æèòòÿ âåäå ³ óòðèìóº íàñ çàðàç òà
áåçê³íå÷íî. Ç íàìè Áîã, Éîãî ìèð ïåðåáóâàº â ïå÷åðàõ íàøèõ äóø, - Éîãî øëÿõ ïðîíèêàº ÷åðåç
íàøå æèòòÿ.

Õðèñòîñ Íàðîäèâñÿ, òàê, ïîä³ÿ ç ìèíóëîãî, - òàê, ïîä³ÿ, ÿêà ïîñò³éíî ïðîáóâàº ó äóø³ òèõ, õòî
ïðèéìàº íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî Õðèñòà. Ìèíóëå ñòàº òåïåð³øíüîþ ìèòòþ æèòòÿ. Ñëîâî ñòàëî ò³ëîì ³
ïðîáóâàº ì³æ íàìè!

Óëþáëåí³: öå íàéëåãøå çàãîðîäèòè Õðèñòà ñò³íàìè öåðêâè, - îáìåæèòè Éîãî, çà÷èíèòè Éîãî ó
íàéãëèáø³é òà íàéìåíø³é ñâÿòèí³ íàøèõ ñåðäåöü, îáìåæóþ÷è Éîãî ëèø íåä³ëüíîþ ðàíêîâîþ
÷àñòèíîþ íàøîãî æèòòÿ. Òóò, çà÷èíåíå, Ñëîâî íå ñòàíå ò³ëîì! Ñëîâî íå â³äïîâ³ñòü ñïðàãëîìó òà
ãîëîäíîìó çà ìèðîì ñâ³òîâ³. Ñâÿòêóâàííÿ Ð³çäâî çàëåæèòü â³ä íàñ ³ âîíî ïîâèííî íàãàäóâàòè
íàì, ùî Áîã º òóò, ùî Â³í ïåðåáóâàº ì³æ íàìè! Äå ëþäè ñóìóþòü, äå ëþäè ïîðàíåí³ ÷è ò³ëî



ïîáèòå, äå ä³òè ãîëîäí³ ÷è ëþäè â ïîòðåá³, òàì ìè ïîâèíí³ áóòè, ÿê ïîñë³äîâíèêè íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî
Õðèñòà-Íåìîâëÿòè, - òàì, Ñëîâî ìóñèòü ñòàòè ò³ëîì â ³ì’ÿ Ãîñïîäà òà çà “Ìèð íà çåìë³, ì³æ
ëþäüìè áëàãîâîë³ííÿ”. Òîä³, ³ ò³ëüêè òîä³, Ð³çäâî áóäå ìàòè çíà÷åííÿ ó íàøîìó æèòò³. Òîä³, ³ ò³ëüêè
òîä³, ìè çìîæåìî âèãîëîøóâàòè Õðèñòîñ Íàðîäèâñÿ ³ ç íàìè Áîã!

Íåõàé Ñëîâî ñòàíå ò³ëîì ³ ïåðåáóâàº ì³æ íàìè, ïðîâîäÿ÷è íàøå æèòòÿ ï³ä ÷àñ íàñòóïíîãî Íîâîãî
Ðîêó Ñâîºþ ëþáîâ’þ òà ìèðîì.  Öå º ìîëèòâà âàøèõ ³ºðàðõ³â, ùîá âè â³ä÷óëè ñâÿòå Ð³çäâî òà
Íîâèé Ð³ê íàïîâíåí³ áëàãàìè ç âèñîòè.

Õðèñòîñ Ðîæäàºòüñÿ! Ñëàâ³ìî Éîãî!
 

Ð³çäâî Õðèñòîâå  2011/2012
 

Ç àðõèïàñòèðñüêèì áëàãîñëîâåííÿì

† ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè ÑØÀ òà Ä³àñïîðè

† ÞÐ²É
Ìèòðîïîëèò - Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â  Êàíàä³

† ÀÍÒÎÍ²É
Àðõèºïèñêîï  Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè ÑØÀ

†²ÎÀÍ
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Ä³àñïîð³

† ªÐÅÌ²ß
Àðõèºïèñêîï Ï³âäåííî-Àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè

† ²ËÀÐ²ÎÍ
ªïèñêîï  Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

† ÀÍÄÐ²É
ªïèñêîï  Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè Êàíàäè

† ÄÀÍÈ¯Ë
ªïèñêîï  Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè ÑØÀ


