PERAMANENT GONFERENGE OF
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS REYOND
THE BORDERS OF UKRAINE

To the Venerable and Christ-loving clergy and laity of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Europe, South ﬁﬂ
America, the United States of America and in Ukraine. F ' |

May the Grace of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ, the Love of
God the Father and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all! g

Dear and beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord!

Once again the ecclesiastical calendar of our Holy Orthodox Church brings us to the sacred time of
St. Philip’s Fast, a time for all Christians to prepare for the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

) During this time of spiritual journey, we are to seek the ways in which we can place our lives into the *
context of the events of Bethlehem, knowing that in Christ our Savior we are claimed as God’s own
§ forever. The whole of this St. Philip’s Fast and the salvation story is premised on the birth of the i
Child, which offers us a glimpse and hope of new life. Unfortunately, during this time each year we
q often fail to comprehend the reason of this special and sacred season. )

During the next several weeks, we shall seek to proclaim in word and deed the possibility of new life
for all humanity. By the time Orthodox Christians enter into the season of St. Philip fast and begin to

(| prepare to greet into the world a new-born Child, the commercial world has already declared its )
version of the “Xmas Holidays”. Being bombarded by the materialism surrounding the celebration
of this “joyful season”, we sometimes forget that we have entered the time of waiting, reflection and
a heavy dose of joyful expectation. We are invited to fast in order to renew our faith, deepen our
prayer life and prepare ourselves for a Holy Encounter with the Christ-Child.

Now more than ever, we who proclaim our love to Christ must remind the world that the Nativity

season is, indeed, a proclamation of the Incarnation of Christ — the Word who “was made flesh and
J dwelt among us” (John 1;14) in all humility as a child in a manger — while we remember the promise |}
of Christ to return in all His Glory at the Great and Final Judgment;.

To reflect on the historical Nativity of the Christ-Child and to await His glorious return has no value
‘ unless we willing and able to nurture this birth in our hearts every single day. In order to worthily
- celebrate Christ’s Nativity, we are invited during this fasting period to participate in the fulfillment
of God’s mission “to bring good news to the poor, to release the captives and all who are oppressed
and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (Lk. 4:18-19).

The liturgical readings of the next several weeks, leading us to the Nativity of Christ are as much
about our birth as they are to prepare us for the Nativity of the Savior. They are about our identification
with the events we read and hear in the Sacred Scriptures. As Orthodox Christians, we need understand
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that there is certain urgency about how we live out our Christian values. We are invited to come and
see Him — the Christ-Child — and to see ourselves in Him. Where do we encounter weakness in our
own hearts? How do we become a neighbor to those who are weak in our society? How well do we
represent the caring presence of God in the world?

A
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When we live lives characterized by love and caring, we do image that presence to the world today.
The parish communities that take seriously their call to image the reality of God offer what secular
i|  institutions cannot: holiness of life, rejection of evil, compassion for the other and a willingness to ||
T?” share. We cannot model a better way of living without first encountering the Christ-Child — the WA

Incarnation. This time of St. Philip’s fast calls us to detach from the things and ways that are not of 1' i
God and to stand with God.

{ As in the past, we call you all, as our spiritual children, to pray fervently during this season for the )
leaders of the world we live in today. It is a secularized world full of strife, economic weakness and
political instability. Pray for the maturity of those who lead all our nations and most especially those
who lead in Ukraine that their heart’s desire will always be to build a strong nation based on a system
of law.

) As we prepare ourselves for the sacred time of the Nativity of our Lord, we pray for your successful *

journey through St. Philip’s Fast and for your willingness to accept God’s Gift of Love to us all. May
( we all respond to the Good News of Christ’s Nativity by looking not only down at the world’s misery, )
but up to God and out to your family, friends, neighbors — and strangers.

( Assuring you of our prayers and love and requesting yours, we remain your servants in the Lord, )
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IMOCTIMHA KOH®EPEHL{IA YKPAIHCEKHUX
[TPABOC/IABHHUX €ITHUCKOIIIB I[TO3A
MEKAMH YKPAIHU

/10 AyXOBEHCTBA Ta BIipHHX YKpaiHCbKoI [IpaBoc/1aBHOI l|epKBH
ABcTpadii, HoBoi 3eaaHaii, Kanain, €Bpornu, [1iBA€eHHOI AMEDHKH,
CrnionyueHux lllTaTtiB AMepHKH Ta YKpaiHH.

Hexan ke muzaictb 'ocnoaa bora i Cnaca Hamoro Icyca Xpucra,
mobos Bora OTug i npuuacts Ceatoro Jyxa 6yae 30 Bcima Bamu!

Jlopori ynobaeHi y Xpucti bpatu i cecTpu!

3riaHo LepKoBHOro KazeHaaps Haiuoi CesToi [IpaBocaaBHoOl L[epkBH MH HabAMKAEMOCh A0
CeaTOo-IInAMNiBCbKOro NocTy, Mia uac SKOro BCi XpUCTHSIHH TOTyl0TbCa A0 Pisasa 'ocnoaa
Bora i Cnaca namoro Icyca XpucTta. Ilia uac ni€i AyXxoBHOi NOAOPOKi, MH LIyKAEMO MASXH,
1106 cniBCTaBUTH Halle KUTTS 3 BUda1e€EMCbKHMH NOAIIMH, 3HAIOUH, 1O uepes3 XpucTa
CnacuTens MU Haaexumo Borosi. Beecb CBaTO-[IMAMNIBCbKUA MICT Ta icTOpis cnacinnsg
30CepeAKeHHi Ha HapoAxeHHi JMTSTH, 1O AAa€ Ham Halilo HOBOro KUTTS. A/le Ha Kadb, Mia
Uac 1IbOro rnepioly uacy MM UaCTo He pO3yMiEMO MPHUHHH LIbOTO 0CO6/MBOTO Ta CBSLEHHOTO

nepioay.

[1i4 uac HACTYNMHUX A€KilbKa THKHIB, MU 6yae MO NponoBiAyBaTH CI0OBOM i Ai/I0M MOKAHNBICTb
HOBOTO KHTTS A4Sl BCbOTO /MIOACTBA. 3aKH HacTae uac CBATO-[IM/ANMNIBCbKOro NocTy AAs
NpaBOCAaBHUX XPUCTHUSIH, SIKi IOUHYTb FOTOBUTHCL 3yCTpiuaTH y CBiT HOBOHApOAKEHOIO
JINTATH, IPOMHC/AOBHH CBIT BXKe JaBHO Oro/I0CHUB CBOIO Bepcito “PizABAHUX CBAT”. Byayuun
3aBa/€HHUMH maTepiasizsMmom, 1110 OTOUUB CBATKYBaHHS LIbOT0O “paAiCHOroO Ce30Hy”, MU UaCTO
3abyBacmo, 1110 TIPUKILIOB UaCc OUiKyBaHHSI Be/IMKOI paaoCTi. MM mocTuMo Aa8 Toro, mob
BiZAHOBHTH CBOIO Bipy, NOKPAMTH CBOE MOAUTOBHE KUTTS Ta NiArOTyBaTH A0 CBATOI 3yCTpiui
3 JUTATKOM-XPHCTOM.

A 3apa3 K HiKO/H, MH, 1110 IPONOoBiAyeMo Hauly 110608 10 XpUCcTa, MyCUMO HaraaaTH CBIiTOBI,
o PisapaHun nepioa, Hacamnepe, € NpOro/AoleHHAM BTiieHHs1 Xpucta — C/A0BO, 110 “CTano
Tinom i nepebypano mik Hamn” (Ie. 1:14) 3 NTOBHOIO CMHPEHHICTIO 9K AUTS Yy iICAaX —
nam’sitaroud npo obiusHKy XpucTa noBepHyTHCh y BCin Cpoinl Caasi niag yac Be/1MKoro ta
OCTATOUYHOTO CyAy.

3rajyoum npo ictropuute PizaBo XpUcTa Ta ouikytoun Horo ciagHe NoBepHeHHs He Mac Aa9
Hac HiKOI HiIHHOCTI @K NOKH MU He ByaemMo XOTiTH Ta BUXOBYBATH lie HAPOAXKEHHS y HalllnX
cepLsiX KoxkHoro AHs. {06 aocTornHo BiACBATKYBATH Pi3ABO XpHCTa HAC 3aKAMKAETLCS, Tia
yac 1|bOro nepioy, B33TH yuacTb y 3aBepuieti Boxoi micii “/106py Hoeuny 3Biliati B60orum,
NponoBiAyBaTH MO/AOHEHHM BH3BO/E€HHS, BiANYyCTHTH Ha BO/AIO MOMYyUeHHX, 1WOO
nponosBiAgyBaTH pik 'ocnoAHboro 3smuaysanHs” (/K. 4:18-19)

/liTyprifiHi unTaHHs HAa HACTYNHHX AeKilbKa THAKHIB, 1110 BeAyTb HacC A0 Pizapa XpuCTOBOrO, €
i Npo Hawe HapoAX&eHHS, TaK SIK BOHU FOTYIOTb HAcC A0 Pisapa Cnacuteast. B IMX UMTaHHAX
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iAeTbCA NpO Hallle CMiB-CTaB/A€HHS 3 NOAIIMH MPO IKi MU UMTAEMO i uyemo y CBAToMy [ThCbmi.
AK npaBOC/AaBHI XPHCTHUAHH, MH NNOBHHHI PO3YMITH, 1O iCHY€ NeBHe 3aHeNOKOEHHS Npo Te,
SIK MH ZKMBEMO BXKHBAOUH XPHCTHUSHCbKI UecHOTH. Hac 3aKAMKaeTbC NpUATH i nobaunTH
Horo — JnTa-Xpucta — i nobaunt B Hhomy camux cebe. Jle MU 3HaXoAMMO CAABICTb y
Hamomy cepui? AK MU cTaeMo 611MXKHIMH A0 THX KOTPIi € HEMiuHi y Hallomy cycniabecTii? Yn
BMi/ZI0 NOKa3syeMo CBiTOBiI A6ananBy BoxKy NpUCYyTHICTbL?

Ko/n mH KHMBEeMO CBOE KUTTS OCArHeHe A10b60B’10 Ta A6anAMBICTIO, MU NOKa3yeEMO A06pyi
rnpHKAaA CBITOBI. [TapadisiibHi rpoMaau, IKi CEpHO3HO CTABASITLCH A0 CBOTO MNOK/AHKAHHS -
rnokasaTH BoxKy NpUCYTHICTb, MPOMNOHYIOTb Te, 10 CBITCbKi yCTAHOBH HE MOXYTb pOOHUTH,
a came: CBSITICTb KUTTS, BiAXHAEHHS BiA 310T0, CNiBUYTTS iHLIMM Ta 6axkaHHS AiaMTHCS. MU
He MOKeMO NoKa3aTH KPallMA 1ASIX KT TS He 6epyun A0 yBaru JANTATH-XpUCTa — BTisenns.
Llen uac CBATO-TINANMNIBCHKOTO NMOCTY 3aKAHKAa€ HAC BIAKHHYTH LASIXHU Ta Ail 0 He BiA Bora
i 6yTn 3 Borom.

Tenep, 9K i paHillle, MU 3aKAMKAEMO BaC BCiX, SIK HAlIKMX AyXOBHHUX AiT€H, MOANTHUCSH NiA uac
LIbOTO Mnepioay 3a AiaepiB UbOTO CBITY B IKOMY MH KHBeMO. L[el CBITCbKHHA CBIiT NOBHUH
uBap, eKOHOMIUHOI Ta NOAITHUHOI HeCcTabiabHOCTi. MOAITLCA 3a 3piNiCTb THX, SKi KEpylOTb
BCiMma HallMMH HALiIIMH, @ 0COB/IMBO 3a THX, KOTPi KepyloTb YKpaiHoto, 106 ixHi cepus 6yamn
noeHi 6axaHns 6yaysaTH milHy Hauito, 10 6a3y€ThCS HA 3aKOHi.

F'oTymouuch A0 Pi3aea Haworo 'ocnojia mu MOAMMOCH 3a Ballle ycriniHe npoeeaeHHs CBATO-
[MnAMniBCbKOro NnocTy Ta 3a Baule 6axanHa NpUAHATH Boxui aap mobosi. Hexarn mu BCi y
BiANoBiAb Ha /106py BicTKy Pisapa Xpuctosoro 6yiemo AMBUTHUCH He /Wl HA HeAOAIO CBITY,
a Ha Bora, Ha Hauly cim’to, Apy3iB, 6/1MKHIX Ta He3HaHOMHX.

3arneBHSIEMO Bac Y HalluX MO/INTBAX Ta I[IPOCHMO BalllNX, MH 3a/1IM1A€MOCDb CAyTaMn 'y Focnouai,

+ KOHCTAHTHH

Murtponoiut YKpaitncbKoi IlpaBociaBHoi 1lepkBu CILA Ta /liaciopH;

+ IOPIH
MuTpono/uT - YKpaincbKoi IlpaBocaBHOI llepkBu B KaHaai
+ AHTOHIH
ApxuenHuckon YKpaincbKoi [lpaBociaBHOI LlepKkBu CIIIA
+I0AH
ApxHenHcKorn YKpaiHcbKoi IIpaBociaBHOI L]epKBH B /liacrniopi
+ €PEMIA
ApxuenHckon IliBaeHHO-AMepHKaHCbKOI €napxii YKpaiHcbKoi [lpaBoc/1aBHOI 1]epKBH
+ I1APIOH
€nuckon YKpaitncbkoi I[IpaBociaBHOI LlepKkBH B KaHaai
+ AHAPIA
€nuckon YKpaitncbkoi I[IpaBociaBHOI LlepKkBH KaHaaH
+ JAHHIA

€nuckon YKpaiHcbKkoi I[IpaBociaBHOI LlepkBH CIIIA




