
PERMANENT CONFERENCE OF
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS BEYOND

THE BORDERS OF UKRAINE

To the Venerable and Christ-loving clergy and laity of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Europe, South

America, the United States of America and in Ukraine.

May the Grace of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ, the Love of
God the Father and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all!

Dear and beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord!

Once again the ecclesiastical calendar of our Holy Orthodox Church brings us to the sacred time of
St. Philip’s Fast, a time for all Christians to prepare for the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
During this time of spiritual journey, we are to seek the ways in which we can place our lives into the
context of the events of Bethlehem, knowing that in Christ our Savior we are claimed as God’s own
forever. The whole of this St. Philip’s Fast and the salvation story is premised on the birth of the
Child, which offers us a glimpse and hope of new life. Unfortunately, during this time each year we
often fail to comprehend the reason of this special and sacred season.

During the next several weeks, we shall seek to proclaim in word and deed the possibility of new life
for all humanity. By the time Orthodox Christians enter into the season of St. Philip fast and begin to
prepare to greet into the world a new-born Child, the commercial world has already declared its
version of the “Xmas Holidays”.  Being bombarded by the materialism surrounding the celebration
of this “joyful season”, we sometimes forget that we have entered the time of waiting, reflection and
a heavy dose of joyful expectation. We are invited to fast in order to renew our faith, deepen our
prayer life and prepare ourselves for a Holy Encounter with the Christ-Child.

Now more than ever, we who proclaim our love to Christ must remind the world that the Nativity
season is, indeed, a proclamation of the Incarnation of Christ – the Word who “was made flesh and
dwelt among us” (John 1;14) in all humility as a child in a manger – while we remember the promise
of Christ to return in all His Glory at the Great and Final Judgment;.

To reflect on the historical Nativity of the Christ-Child and to await His glorious return has no value
unless we willing and able to nurture this birth in our hearts every single day. In order to worthily
celebrate Christ’s Nativity, we are invited during this fasting period to participate in the fulfillment
of God’s mission “to bring good news to the poor, to release the captives and all who are oppressed
and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (Lk. 4:18-19).

The liturgical readings of the next several weeks, leading us to the Nativity of Christ are as much
about our birth as they are to prepare us for the Nativity of the Savior. They are about our identification
with the events we read and hear in the Sacred Scriptures. As Orthodox Christians, we need understand



that there is certain urgency about how we live out our Christian values.  We are invited to come and
see Him – the Christ-Child – and to see ourselves in Him. Where do we encounter weakness in our
own hearts? How do we become a neighbor to those who are weak in our society? How well do we
represent the caring presence of God in the world?

When we live lives characterized by love and caring, we do image that presence to the world today.
The parish communities that take seriously their call to image the reality of God offer what secular
institutions cannot: holiness of life, rejection of evil, compassion for the other and a willingness to
share.  We cannot model a better way of living without first encountering the Christ-Child – the
Incarnation. This time of St. Philip’s fast calls us to detach from the things and ways that are not of
God and to stand with God.

As in the past, we call you all, as our spiritual children, to pray fervently during this season for the
leaders of the world we live in today.  It is a secularized world full of strife, economic weakness and
political instability.  Pray for the maturity of those who lead all our nations and most especially those
who lead in Ukraine that their heart’s desire will always be to build a strong nation based on a system
of law. 

As we prepare ourselves for the sacred time of the Nativity of our Lord, we pray for your successful
journey through St. Philip’s Fast and for your willingness to accept God’s Gift of Love to us all.  May
we all respond to the Good News of Christ’s Nativity by looking not only down at the world’s misery,
but up to God and out to your family, friends, neighbors – and strangers.

Assuring you of our prayers and love and requesting yours, we remain your servants in the Lord,

+ Constantine
Metropolitan – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and in Diaspora

+ Yurij
Metropolitan – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Antony
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

+Ioan
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Diaspora

+ Jeremiah
Archbishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church, South America Eparchy

+ Ilarion
Bishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Andrij
Bishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Daniel
Bishop – Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA



ÏÎÑÒ²ÉÍÀ ÊÎÍÔÅÐÅÍÖ²ß ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÈÕ
ÏÐÀÂÎÑËÀÂÍÈÕ ªÏÈÑÊÎÏ²Â ÏÎÇÀ

ÌÅÆÀÌÈ ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÈ

Äî äóõîâåíñòâà òà â³ðíèõ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè
Àâñòðàë³¿, Íîâî¿ Çåëàíä³¿, Êàíàäè, ªâðîïè, Ï³âäåííî¿ Àìåðèêè,

Ñïîëó÷åíèõ Øòàò³â Àìåðèêè òà Óêðà¿íè.

Íåõàé æå ìèë³ñòü Ãîñïîäà Áîãà ³ Ñïàñà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà,
ëþáîâ Áîãà Îòöÿ ³ ïðè÷àñòÿ Ñâÿòîãî Äóõà áóäå çî âñ³ìà âàìè!

Äîðîã³ óëþáëåí³ ó Õðèñò³ áðàòè ³ ñåñòðè!

Çã³äíî öåðêîâíîãî êàëåíäàðÿ íàøî¿ Ñâÿòî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè ìè íàáëèæàºìîñü äî
Ñâÿòî-Ïèëèï³âñüêîãî ïîñòó, ï³ä ÷àñ ÿêîãî âñ³ õðèñòèÿíè ãîòóþòüñÿ äî Ð³çäâà Ãîñïîäà
Áîãà ³ Ñïàñà íàøîãî ²ñóñà Õðèñòà. Ï³ä ÷àñ ö³º¿ äóõîâíî¿ ïîäîðîæ³, ìè øóêàºìî øëÿõè,
ùîá ñï³âñòàâèòè íàøå æèòòÿ ç Âèôëåºìñüêèìè ïîä³ÿìè, çíàþ÷è, ùî ÷åðåç Õðèñòà
Ñïàñèòåëÿ ìè íàëåæèìî Áîãîâi. Ââåñü Ñâÿòî-Ïèëèï³âñüêèé ï³ñò òà ³ñòîð³ÿ ñïàñ³ííÿ
çîñåðåäæåíí³ íà íàðîäæåíí³ Äèòÿòè, ùî äàº íàì íàä³þ íîâîãî æèòòÿ. Àëå íà æàëü, ï³ä
÷àñ öüîãî ïåð³îäó ÷àñó ìè ÷àñòî íå ðîçóì³ºìî ïðè÷èíè öüîãî îñîáëèâîãî òà ñâÿùåííîãî
ïåð³îäó.

Ï³ä ÷àñ íàñòóïíèõ äåê³ëüêà òèæí³â, ìè áóäåìî ïðîïîâ³äóâàòè ñëîâîì ³ ä³ëîì ìîæëèâ³ñòü
íîâîãî æèòòÿ äëÿ âñüîãî ëþäñòâà. Çàêè íàñòàº ÷àñ Ñâÿòî-Ïèëèï³âñüêîãî ïîñòó äëÿ
ïðàâîñëàâíèõ õðèñòèÿí, ÿê³ ïî÷íóòü ãîòîâèòèñü çóñòð³÷àòè ó ñâ³ò íîâîíàðîäæåíîãî
Äèòÿòè, ïðîìèñëîâèé ñâ³ò âæå äàâíî îãîëîñèâ ñâîþ âåðñ³þ “Ð³çäâÿíèõ ñâÿò”. Áóäó÷è
çàâàëåíèìè ìàòåð³àë³çìîì, ùî îòî÷èâ ñâÿòêóâàííÿ öüîãî “ðàä³ñíîãî ñåçîíó”, ìè ÷àñòî
çàáóâàºìî, ùî ïðèéøîâ ÷àñ î÷³êóâàííÿ âåëèêî¿ ðàäîñò³. Ìè ïîñòèìî äëÿ òîãî, ùîá
â³äíîâèòè ñâîþ â³ðó, ïîêðàùèòè ñâîº ìîëèòîâíå æèòòÿ òà ï³äãîòóâàòè äî ñâÿòî¿ çóñòð³÷³
ç Äèòÿòêîì-Õðèñòîì.

À çàðàç ÿê í³êîëè, ìè, ùî ïðîïîâ³äóºìî íàøó ëþáîâ äî Õðèñòà, ìóñèìî íàãàäàòè ñâ³òîâ³,
ùî Ð³çäâÿíèé ïåð³îä, íàñàìïåðåä, º ïðîãîëîøåííÿì âò³ëåííÿ Õðèñòà — Ñëîâî, ùî “ñòàëî
ò³ëîì ³ ïåðåáóâàëî ì³æ íàìè” (²â. 1:14) ç ïîâíîþ ñìèðåíí³ñòþ ÿê äèòÿ ó ÿñëàõ —
ïàì’ÿòàþ÷è ïðî îá³öÿíêó Õðèñòà ïîâåðíóòèñü ó âñ³é Ñâî¿é Ñëàâ³ ï³ä ÷àñ âåëèêîãî òà
îñòàòî÷íîãî ñóäó.

Çãàäóþ÷è ïðî ³ñòîðè÷íå Ð³çäâî Õðèñòà òà î÷³êóþ÷è Éîãî ñëàâíå ïîâåðíåííÿ íå ìàº äëÿ
íàñ í³ÿêî¿ ö³ííîñò³ àæ ïîêè ìè íå áóäåìî õîò³òè òà âèõîâóâàòè öå íàðîäæåííÿ ó íàøèõ
ñåðöÿõ êîæíîãî äíÿ. Ùîá äîñòîéíî â³äñâÿòêóâàòè Ð³çäâî Õðèñòà íàñ çàêëèêàºòüñÿ, ï³ä
÷àñ öüîãî ïåð³îäó, âçÿòè ó÷àñòü ó çàâåðøåí³ Áîæî¿ ì³ñ³¿ “Äîáðó Íîâèíó çâ³ùàòè âáîãèì,
ïðîïîâ³äóâàòè ïîëîíåíèì âèçâîëåííÿ, â³äïóñòèòè íà âîëþ ïîìó÷åíèõ, ùîá
ïðîïîâ³äóâàòè ð³ê Ãîñïîäíüîãî çìèëóâàííÿ” (Ëê. 4:18-19)

Ë³òóðã³éí³ ÷èòàííÿ íà íàñòóïíèõ äåê³ëüêà òèæí³â, ùî âåäóòü íàñ äî Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî, º
i ïðî íàøå íàðîäæåííÿ, òàê ÿê âîíè ãîòóþòü íàñ äî Ð³çäâà Ñïàñèòåëÿ. Â öèõ ÷èòàííÿõ



³äåòüñÿ ïðî íàøå ñï³â-ñòàâëåííÿ ç ïîä³ÿìè ïðî ÿê³ ìè ÷èòàºìî ³ ÷óºìî ó Ñâÿòîìó Ïèñüì³.
ßê ïðàâîñëàâí³ õðèñòèÿíè, ìè ïîâèíí³ ðîçóì³òè, ùî ³ñíóº ïåâíå çàíåïîêîºííÿ ïðî òå,
ÿê ìè æèâåìî âæèâàþ÷è õðèñòèÿíñüê³ ÷åñíîòè. Íàñ çàêëèêàºòüñÿ ïðèéòè ³ ïîáà÷èòè
Éîãî — Äèòÿ-Õðèñòà — ³ ïîáà÷èòè â Íüîìó ñàìèõ ñåáå. Äå ìè çíàõîäèìî ñëàá³ñòü ó
íàøîìó ñåðö³? ßê ìè ñòàºìî áëèæí³ìè äî òèõ êîòð³ º íåì³÷í³ ó íàøîìó ñóñï³ëüñòâ³? ×è
âì³ëî ïîêàçóºìî ñâ³òîâ³ äáàéëèâó Áîæó ïðèñóòí³ñòü?

Êîëè ìè æèâåìî ñâîº æèòòÿ îñÿãíåíå ëþáîâ’þ òà äáàéëèâ³ñòþ, ìè ïîêàçóºìî äîáðèé
ïðèêëàä ñâ³òîâ³. Ïàðàô³ÿëüí³ ãðîìàäè, ÿê³ ñåðéîçíî ñòàâëÿòüñÿ äî ñâîãî ïîêëèêàííÿ -
ïîêàçàòè Áîæó ïðèñóòí³ñòü, ïðîïîíóþòü òå, ùî ñâ³òñüê³ óñòàíîâè íå ìîæóòü ðîáèòè,
à ñàìå: ñâÿò³ñòü æèòòÿ, â³äõèëåííÿ â³ä çëîãî, ñï³â÷óòòÿ ³íøèì òà áàæàííÿ ä³ëèòèñÿ. Ìè
íå ìîæåìî ïîêàçàòè êðàùèé øëÿõ æèòòÿ íå áåðó÷è äî óâàãè Äèòÿòè-Õðèñòà — Âò³ëåííÿ.
Öåé ÷àñ Ñâÿòî-Ïèëèï³âñüêîãî ïîñòó çàêëèêàº íàñ â³äêèíóòè øëÿõè òà ä³¿ ùî íå â³ä Áîãà
³ áóòè ç Áîãîì.

Òåïåð, ÿê ³ ðàí³øå, ìè çàêëèêàºìî âàñ âñ³õ, ÿê íàøèõ äóõîâíèõ ä³òåé, ìîëèòèñÿ ï³ä ÷àñ
öüîãî ïåð³îäó çà ë³äåð³â öüîãî ñâ³òó â ÿêîìó ìè æèâåìî. Öåé ñâ³òñüêèé ñâ³ò ïîâíèé
÷âàð, åêîíîì³÷íî¿ òà ïîë³òè÷íî¿ íåñòàá³ëüíîñò³. Ìîë³òüñÿ çà çð³ë³ñòü òèõ, ÿê³ êåðóþòü
âñ³ìà íàøèìè íàö³ÿìè, à îñîáëèâî çà òèõ, êîòð³ êåðóþòü Óêðà¿íîþ, ùîá ¿õí³ ñåðöÿ áóëè
ïîâí³ áàæàííÿ áóäóâàòè ì³öíó íàö³þ, ùî áàçóºòüñÿ íà çàêîí³.

Ãîòóþ÷èñü äî Ð³çäâà íàøîãî Ãîñïîäà ìè ìîëèìîñü çà âàøå óñï³øíå ïðîâåäåííÿ Ñâÿòî-
Ïèëèï³âñüêîãî ïîñòó òà çà âàøå áàæàííÿ ïðèéíÿòè Áîæèé äàð ëþáîâ³. Íåõàé ìè âñ³ ó
â³äïîâ³äü íà Äîáðó Â³ñòêó Ð³çäâà Õðèñòîâîãî áóäåìî äèâèòèñü íå ëèø íà íåäîëþ ñâ³òó,
à íà Áîãà, íà íàøó ñ³ì’þ, äðóç³â, áëèæí³õ òà íåçíàéîìèõ.

Çàïåâíÿºìî âàñ ó íàøèõ ìîëèòâàõ òà ïðîñèìî âàøèõ, ìè çàëèøàºìîñü ñëóãàìè ó Ãîñïîä³,

† ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ† ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ† ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ† ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ† ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ

Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè ÑØÀ òà Ä³àñïîðè;

† ÞÐ²É† ÞÐ²É† ÞÐ²É† ÞÐ²É† ÞÐ²É

Ìèòðîïîëèò - Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â  Êàíàä³

† ÀÍÒÎÍ²É† ÀÍÒÎÍ²É† ÀÍÒÎÍ²É† ÀÍÒÎÍ²É† ÀÍÒÎÍ²É

Àðõèºïèñêîï  Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè ÑØÀ

†²ÎÀÍ†²ÎÀÍ†²ÎÀÍ†²ÎÀÍ†²ÎÀÍ

Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Ä³àñïîð³

† ªÐÅÌ²ß† ªÐÅÌ²ß† ªÐÅÌ²ß† ªÐÅÌ²ß† ªÐÅÌ²ß

Àðõèºïèñêîï Ï³âäåííî-Àìåðèêàíñüêî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè

† ²ËÀÐ²ÎÍ† ²ËÀÐ²ÎÍ† ²ËÀÐ²ÎÍ† ²ËÀÐ²ÎÍ† ²ËÀÐ²ÎÍ

ªïèñêîï  Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Êàíàä³

† ÀÍÄÐ²É† ÀÍÄÐ²É† ÀÍÄÐ²É† ÀÍÄÐ²É† ÀÍÄÐ²É

ªïèñêîï  Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè Êàíàäè

† ÄÀÍÈ¯Ë† ÄÀÍÈ¯Ë† ÄÀÍÈ¯Ë† ÄÀÍÈ¯Ë† ÄÀÍÈ¯Ë

ªïèñêîï  Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè ÑØÀ


