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LlyxoBeHCTBY Ta BipHUM
YkpaiHcbkoi lNpasocnasHoi Liepksn B CLLIA, KaHazl, 3axigHiv
€Bpor, ABcTpasii, Hosivi 3enarii, liBaeHHIV AmepuLyi
7a YKpaiHi Ha no4atky Bemwkoro [locty
B npuroTyBaHHi 4o Csitinoro Cesta BockpeciHHs [ocrnona bora
| Criaca Hauworo Icyca Xpucra

CnaBa borosi Haiomy!

“He BinBepHu Jlnusa TBoro Big TBoei gutuHu, 60 5
3HeMoxeHuu. Buciyxavi meHe. Habnuxcs go Moei ayui i
cnacu ii.” (lMpokimeH Ha BedipHi noyatky Bemukoro locTy)

CnoBamu LbOro NPokiMeHy po3-
noymHaetbcs Benukumi [Mict, i Llepkea,
fK gobpa maTtu, Belde CBOIX BIipHMX
Joporoto nokasHHs. CBaTUM IBaH Xpe-
CTUTENb NPOMOBIAYBAB “XPELEHHS Ha
10KasHHSA 714 rpoLyeHHS rpixie” (Mk.1:4)
i nokasHHs, “..60 Habmsmnocs Liapcrso
HebecHe” (MT. 3:2), “rotyto4m gopory
454 Focrnofa, piBHAOYM CTEXKM Momy. ”
(Mat. 3:3). MpoTtaromM wuinoi ictopii
LlepkBW, 3aKNIMK 00 NOKasiHHSA 3aBXAN
nofaBaBcs He Tinbku BipHUM Liepksu,
ane i uinomMy CBIiTy Ta NOACTBY.

XpeLLeHHAM Ta MUPOMNOMa3aHHAM MU € OCBSIMEHI, BIAHO-
BJeHi HaHOBO, 3pobneHi rpoMaasHaMu LlapctBa XpMUCTOBOrO |
XUTTA He € Oinble “Hawmm” ane MW afanTtoBaHi caMmumm
XpUCToM, Hawmm FoCnodoM, i MU, LINKOBUTO MIAKOPSEMO Hally
CaMOBMEBHEHICTb MOBHOIO MPUCBATOIO “Hai/oro” XnTrs borosi.
Cam locnogp, Vloro 3aknvkom aetansHo onuncye Bumoru Moro
LlapctaBa, KOTpi He € 3eMHMMW A0 TiEl MipW, O CaMi anocTonm
nutanu: “OTox, XT0 Moxe 6yTi CriaceHHum?”

Benukuk [MicT - yac nokasHHa — BIABOOWTb Hac Big,
CMepTi Ta pyMHyBaHHSA Ta BELE Hac go »xuntTs. MNokasHHA — e €
BIOXOZOM Bif, XXWUTTA “r110TTI0” 00 XNTTA “yxom.” CBIT, B AKOMY
MW XMBEMO 3HAaXOOUTbCA B HEabMAKMX BaXXKUX ODCTaBMHAX.
Lle € cBiT, KOTPUI YaCTO BIOKWAAE Ta iIrTHOPYE MNOBYAHHAMM Icyca
XpucTa. Hawa Ceata MaTu LlepkBa yCBIAOMAIOE, WO MU €
MaTepianbHVMW B HaLOMY XWTTi Ta NOBeAiHLi | JOCUTb YacTo
MPUKOBaHi [0 LbOro CBiTy Ta yCboro izn4HOro i MaTepianbHOro
— peden ‘o HULLMTL IX Mifib [ [oXKa, | e 370410 MiAKOoMyoTh |
BukpaaaTs” (Mat. 6:19) — peyel, KOTpi NMLLIADTLCA No3agy i3
HalMM BXOOOM Y CBIT OyXOBHUN.

MoKasiHHA 3aKJIMKAE HaC CTaTh OyXOBHUMU NMOAbMWN —
cTaT¥ ocobamm CTBOpPeHWMMU Ha nofoby i obpa3 boxun.
MoKasHHS - Yac OYMLLEHHS, BIGHOBEHHS, OaXaHHs MOBEepPHYTUCS
no Jliobosi bora OTuUs — GaxkaHHA BiOHOBWUTW Hall NpaBAMBAN
obpa3s sk giten boxux, 6axkaHHsS BUrONOCUTU B FNOMHI HaWOoi
Oywic  “B MOEMy rOKasHHI, BiaKpwi MeHi ABepi, Kutreqapqe” —

To the Clergy and Faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church who abide in the United States of America, Canada,
Western Europe, Australia/New Zealand, South America and

Ukraine as we inaugurate the Great Lenten Season in

preparation for the Great and Holy Feast of Feasts — the
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,

GLORY BE TO OUR LORD!

“Turn not away Thy Face from Thy child, for | am
afflicted. Hear me speedily. Draw near unto my soul and
deliver it.” (Prokiemon of Vespers on the Eve of Great Lent)

With this Prokiemon Great Lent is
inaugurated and the Church, like a good
mother, places her faithful on the journey
of repentance. The Baptist John preached
a “baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins” (Mk.1:4) and “repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(Matt. 3:2), as he “prepared the way of
the Lord, making straight His paths.”
(Matt. 3:3). Throughout the history of
the Church, the invitation to repentance
was extended not only to her faithful,
but to the entire world and all mankind.

By Baptism and Chrismation — we have been sanctified
— we have been made holy — we have been made citizens of
the Kingdom proclaimed by Christ and life is no longer “ours”,
but we are adopted by Christ our King, Lord and Master — and
we surrender our self-centeredness by a total commitment of
“our” lives to God. Our Lord, in His call to the Kingdom,
described in vivid detail the ethical demands of that Kingdom,
which were so unearthly, that the disciples cried out: “Who
then can be saved?”

Great Lent — the season of repentance — takes us
AWAY from death and destruction and leads us TO life.
Repentance — turning FROM life in the “flesh” TO life in the
“Spirit”. The world in which we live is in turmoil. It is a world,
which disregards the teaching of Jesus Christ. Our mother
Church realizes that we are material and so often we are
shackled to this world and all things physical — things that
“moths eat — rust corrupts — thieves break in and steal”
(Matt. 6:19) — things that are all left behind as we enter the
next world.

Repentance calls us to become spiritual — to become
those persons created in the image of God and at the same
time to image God. Repentance — the time for cleanliness, for
renewal, for the desire to return to the Love of God the
Father — the desire to restore our true image as the children
of God — the desire to cry in the depth of our soul: “In my



cnosamMu anoctona MNaena: “BigKUHbLMO BYUHKM
TEMPSABU V1 3008rHIMOCH y 360010 cBita” (PMnsaH
13:12) 3 Bipoto, NoOOB'I0 Ta HafiEo Ha CNACHHS.
Lle € B6axxaHHAM CMOBHUTI 3aMoBidb XPUCTOBY:
“Orox, byabte fockoHam, Sk JockoHammw OTeLb
Baiu HebecHmi.” (Mar. 5:48)

“Binkpmyi Ham — BiAKPMUA HaM ABEP,
XKutrenasye!” | Tocnomb Bignosinac: “flpuviaits,
npvAaTe, ABepi Bi4mHeHi - LiapctBo HebecHe
npuaLLIo!  YBIVaIT LISXOM MOSIATBU Ta NOoCTy”
— i BiH 0BHiMe KOXHOrO 3 Hac, ik DaTbKo NPUIHAB
i 0OHAB cBOro BnyaHoro cnHa. (Jk. 15:21)

36epexiMo Hallly Bipy, SK Le 3pobunu Halli npagion
YKpaiHCbKOro HapoAy Ta i araTboX iHLIMX HApOLB NPOTAroM icTopii
NIOACTBA B POKM NepecsiidyBaHb i roHiHb 6e300XKHMX ypsfdiB, KOTP
He AaBanv MOXJIMBOCTI BiflbHO MPOrofioLlyBaTh Bipy y Nobnsyoro
Bora, koTpuii 06iLgB iM Te caMe craciHHS KoTpe | HaM oBiLgaHe. IXHsl
Bipa nepemorna i BUTpKMMana BUMPOOOBYBaHHA Ta Hadana
MOXIMBICTb FPOMaAsfiHaM TUX KPaiH BIO4yTM Te, LLIO BiNbLUICTb i3 HaC
HIKOMW He 3a3HaB, XWUBYYN “JOOpUM XUTTaM", He YCBIOOMIIOI0UM
Ta ITHOPYIOYM TUM, LLO KOXEH AeHb — MOBWHEH OyTK BUOOPOM
XpuWCTa y HaWoMy XWUTTI - “kpatijoro [405ek0, KOTPa He BIAHIMETHCA
Big Hac", Ak ue 3pobuna Mapisi, cectpa Jlazaps. (Jlyka 10:42).

YnobneHi Halwi, gk Balui gyxoBHi 6aTbki, NPOTAroM LbOro
Benukoro MocTy Mu LIMPO MONUTUMEMOCh, OO KoxeH 3 Bac
BiIBEPHYBCA Bif, TOrO BCbOrO, LLIO NPM3YNUHSE Ball oyXOBHUM 3pIicT
Ta 0bMmexxye Bac. M MonUTMEMOC, 106 Ballie ocobuncTe nokasHHs!
- 4Yepe3 MOMUTBY i MICT — ckepye Ballle XMTTS Ha NpPsMY Ta BY3bKy
CTEXMHY, KOTpa Befle 10 BbOro AyXoBHOro — Ao CnaciHHs. Lle €
MafpiBka, KOTOPOO MW MOAOPOXKYEMO Pa3oM, a TOMY i bnaraemo
Balumx MONMTOB 3a HaC TakKoX.

Y BIANOBIiOb Ha HaLLi CiNbHI MONUTBI, [OCMOAb He BidBEpPHE
CBOro MU Bi HAC — HaBiTb i AKLLO MU 3HeMoxeHi. Lle € Moro
00iLsiHKOW0 HaM. BiH BUCyXae Hac, 30nM3nTbCs 1o Hac Ta NodacTb
cnaciHHg. OTOX, HaMaranmMoca HaLLoK Bipoio ByTn “Voro roasmuy,
Lapcbkim CBALLEHCTBOM, CBATUM Hapornom” (Jlirypria cB. Bacunia
Benmkoro).

3 Xpucrosoro 11060810,
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repentance, open for me the doors, O Giver of
Life” — the desire in the words of St. Paul: “fo cast
OFF the deeds of darkness and put ON the armor
of Light” (Romans 13:12) with faith, love and hope
of salvation. It is the desire to fulfill the mandate
of Christ: “Be ye perfect as your Heavenly Father
is perfect.” (Matt. 5:48)

“Open to us — open to us the doors, O
Giver of Life!” The Risen Lord responds, “Come,
come, the doors are open — the Kingdom of Heaven
has come! Enter by the way of prayer and fasting”
— and He shall embrace each of us, just as the prodigal son was
embraced by his father. (Luke 15:21)

Let us persevere in faith as did our ancestors of the great
Ukrainian nation and many other nations throughout the history of
mankind, having been suppressed and forbidden by godless regimes
to freely express their faith in the God of Love, the God who
promised them the same salvation He promises us. Their faith
prevailed and has enabled the citizens of those nations to experience
today that, which most of us have who have been blessed with
the “good life”, have taken for granted each day — the right to
choose Christ — the “.better part, which will not be taken away...”
— as did Mary, the sister of Lazarus. (Luke 10:42)

As your spiritual fathers, we shall pray fervently during
this Great Lenten season, dearly beloved, that each of your lives
will turn AWAY from in the flesh that stunts your spiritual growth
and, in truth, disables you. We shall pray that your own personal
repentance and your journey — through prayer and fasting — will
instead focus your lives on the straight and narrow path, which
leads TO the spiritual — TO salvation. It is a journey we make
together and therefore, we humbly ask for your fervent prayers
for us, as well.

In response to our community prayer, our Lord will surely
not turn His Face away from us — even though we are afflicted.
This is His promise to us. He will hear us and draw near unto our
souls and deliver them. Let us persevere in faith as “.His own
People, the Royal Priesthood, a holy nation”. (Liturgy of St. Basil)

In our Lord'’s abundant Love,
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