
Thus, the Great Prokimen of the
Forgiveness Sunday Vesper Service is
chanted as the Royal Doors are closed.
Adam is expelled from Eden, and we,
the children of God, the followers of
Christ Who is the Light of the world,
begin our pilgrimage of Great Lent, the
Great Fast.

Our Mother Church realizes that
her children too often get bogged down
with the temporal, with the concern of
things that “rust corrupts, moths eat,
and thieves break in and steal (Mt 6:19).”
Time and again, we incorporate the
totality of our lives to mundane earthly
concerns, while the spiritual creation of
God…called upon to be an icon of or to
reflect God…created to be in constant
communion with God – man – we place
in the background. Yes, we have
responsibilities to our families. Yes, we
are so involved with our work, our
schools and our social activities. We do
not deny the necessity of such
concerns. However, all of these
responsibilities are placed in the
foreground, whereas man, the spiritual

being, who is called upon to be the “light
of the world” and to be a witness and even a martyr for Christ
is, oh, somewhere “out there” beyond our daily concern.

Somewhere out there! Our Mother Church realized
this and annually sets aside for her children the Great Lent
as a time for renewal, a time for resuscitation, a time for
resurrecting the beautiful and spotless Chrismated souls
who are the “light-bearers of Christ”. The wonderful season
of repentance! Repentance demands that each of us must
declare – “Sleep not, but arise my soul” – taking the
examples of Zacchaeus, the Prodigal Son and all that the
Holy Scriptures offer us, those who place in the forefront of
their lives the desire to see the Face of God, and release
themselves from everything that would shackle them to the
here and now.

We “raise our souls” by praying unceasingly, by
creating a vacuum within ourselves through abstinence
from that which would destroy our being and filling that
vacuum with the gifts of charity: food to feed the hungry,
water to quench the thirst, clothing for the naked, reaching
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“Turn not your face away from me, for I am afflicted.
Tend to my soul and speedily heal it”  (Ps 26:9).”

out to the other that is shackled in any kind of prison, most
especially the prison of loneliness. Did we not all take the
baptismal oath to be such “light-bearers for our Lord”? Time
and again we are distracted by earthly cares and pleasures.

Let us take “the straight and narrow path”, which is the
calling of Great Lent, our true calling, seeking God and
being with Him every second of our lives. Great Lent
reminds us that we have been created to reflect the Divine
Image, the Light of Christ, through loving, caring, embracing
all who suffer, living in peace and harmony and stilling the
deceitful tongue.

Let us prostrate ourselves in humility before the Cross
of our Lord, Master and our Redeemer and glorify His Light
that proceeds from the Empty Tomb. We, who have been
called by Our Lord Jesus Christ to this ministry as your
Archpastors, pray that in this holy season we all shall
experience true and genuine Christian repentance. May the
celebration of Christ’s Glorious and Victorious Resurrec-
tion find each of us prepared and committed to having our
‘light shine before all men’, worthy instruments through
which His true Light may illuminate others.
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“Íå â³äâåðíè ëèöÿ Òâîãî â³ä ìåíå, áî ÿ ñòðàæäàþ
Çãëÿíüñÿ íà äóøó ìîþ ³ ñïàñè ¿¿”.

       Òàê çâó÷èòü ïðîêiìåí íà
Âå÷³ðí³ ó Íåä³ëþ Ïðîùåííÿ. Öàðñüê³
âîðîòà çà÷èíåí³, Àäàìà ç ðàþ âèãíà-
íî, à ìè, ä³òè Áîæ³, ïîñë³äîâíèêè
Õðèñòà – Ñâ³òëà ñâ³òó – ðîçïî÷èíàºìî
öüîãîð³÷íó Âåëèêîïîñíó ïðîùó.

Íàøà  Öåðêâà- Ìàòè
çíàº, ùî ¿¿ ä³òè ÷àñòî-ãóñòî îáòÿæåí³
çåìíèìè ñïðàâàìè, ðå÷àìè “...ùî ¿õ
¿ñòü ³ðæà, ¿äÿòü ìîë³ ³ êðàäóòü çëîä³¿”.
Çíîâó ³ çíîâó ìè ï³äïîðÿäêîâóºìî
íàøå æèòòÿ ïîâí³ñòþ ñâ³òñüêèì òóðáî-
òàì, à Áîæå äóõîâíå òâîð³ííÿ, ïîêëè-
êàíå áóòè îáðàçîì Áîæèì ³ â³ääçåð-
êàëþâàòè Éîãî,…ñòâîðåíå äëÿ òîãî,
ùîá áóòè â ïîñò³éíîìó ºäíàíí³ ç
Áîãîì – ñåáòî ëþäèíó – â³äñóâàºìî
íà çàäí³é ïëàí. Î÷åâèäíî, ùî ìè
ìàºìî çîáîâ’ÿçàííÿ ùîäî íàøèõ
ðîäèí. Ïåâíî, ùî ìè çàíÿò³ íàøoþ
ïðàöåþ, íàøèìè øêîëàìè òà íàøîþ
òîâàðèñüêîþ ä³ÿëüí³ñòþ. Àëå ð³÷ ó
òîìó, ùî ìè âñ³ ö³ ñïðàâè ñòàâèìî
íà ïåðøå ì³ñöå, à íàøå äóõîâíå “ß”,
ïîêëèêàíå áóòè “ñâ³òëîì äëÿ ñâ³òó” ³
çàñâ³ä÷óâàòè Õðèñòà, àáî é ñòàòè
ìó÷åíèêîì çà Íüîãî, çàëèøàºòüñÿ

“äåñü òàì” ïîçà íàøèìè ùîäåííèìè òóðáîòàìè.
“Äåñü òàì!” Íàøà Öåðêâà-Ìàòè, ñâ³äîìà öüîãî, ³

òîìó ùîð³÷íî âèçíà÷àº ïåâíèé ÷àñ äëÿ â³äíîâëåííÿ, äëÿ
îæèâëåííÿ, âîñêðåøóþ÷è ò³ ïðåêðàñí³, áåçäîãàíí³ îõðåùåí³
äóø³, ùî º íîñ³ÿìè Ñâ³òëà Õðèñòîâîãî. ×óäîâèé ïåð³îä
ïîêàÿííÿ! Ïoêàÿííÿ âìàãàº, ùîá êîæíèé ç íàñ âèãîëîñèâ:
”Äóøå ìîÿ, äóøå ìîÿ, óñòàíü, óñòàíü, ÷îãî ÷è ñïèø?
Ïðîáóäèñÿ!” Â³í âèìàãàº, ùîá, áåðó÷è ïðèêëàä ³ç Çàêõå¿,
ç Áëóäíîãî ñèíà òà ç óñ³õ ïîñòàòåé  Ñâÿòîãî Ïèñüìà, ÿê³
íà ïåðøîìó ì³ñö³ ó ñâîìó æèòò³ ñòàâèëè áàæàííÿ ïîáà÷èòè
Ëèöå Ãîñïîäíº ³ òîìó çâ³ëüíÿëè ñåáå â³ä óñüîãî, ùî
çâ’ÿçóâàëî á ¿õ ³ç ùîäåííèìè òóðáîòàìè.

Ìè “…ï³äíîñèìî íàø³ äóø³” ïîñò³éíîþ ìîëèòâîþ,
óòâîðþþ÷è çà äîïîìîãîþ óòðèìàííÿ â³ä óñüîãî, ùî ìîæå
íàñ çíèùèòè, âíóòð³ íàñ ïîðîæíå÷ó, ÿêó  çàïîâíþºìî äàðàìè
ìèëîñåðäÿ: ïîñòà÷àííÿì ¿æ³ ãîëîäíèì, âîäè äëÿ ïîãàøåííÿ
ñïðàãè, îäÿãó äëÿ íàãèõ, òà äîïîìàãàþ÷è òèì, ùî êàðàþòüñÿ
ó â’ÿçíèöÿõ- âñÿêîãî ðîäó â’ÿçíèöÿõ-, à îñîáëèâî ó â’ÿçíèö³
ñàìîòíîñò³. ×è æ ìè íå ïðèð³êàëè ïðè õðåùåíí³ áóòè òàêèìè

“íîñ³ÿìè Ñâ³òëà Ãîñïîäíüîãî”? À âñå æ, äóæå ÷àñòî íàñ
â³äâîë³êàþòü â³ä öüîãî çåìí³ òóðáîòè ³ ïðèºìíîñò³.

²ä³ìî æ ò³ºþ “ïðÿìîþ àëå âóçüêîþ” ñòåæêîþ, ùî
çâåòüñÿ “Âåëèêèì Ïîñòîì”, ïðÿìóéìî íåþ äî íàøîãî
ä³éñíîãî ïîêëèêàííÿ – øóêàííÿ Ãîñïîäà Áîãà ³ ïåðåáó-
âàííÿ ç Íèì ó âñ³ äí³ íàøîãî æèòòÿ. Âåëèêèé Ï³ñò íàãàäóº
íàì, ùî ìè ñòâîðåí³ äëÿ òîãî, ùîá â³ääçåðêàëþâàòè
Áîæåñòâåííó óÿâó, Ñâ³òëî Õðèñòîâå ëþáîâ’þ, äáàéëèâ³ñòþ,
îáíÿòòÿì ñòðàæäàþ÷èõ, ìèðíèì ³ ãàðìîí³éíèì æèòòÿì òà
ñòðèìàííÿì íàøèõ îáëóäíèõ ÿçèê³â.

Áèéìî æ ïîê³ðíî ïîêëîíè ïåðåä Õðåñòîì
Ãîñïîäí³ì, Âëàäèêîþ ³ Ñïàñèòåëåì íàøèì òà ïðîñëàâ-
ëÿéìî Éîãî Ñâ³òëî, ùî ñÿº ç ñïîðîæí³ëîãî ãðîáó.

Ìè, ùî ïîêëèêàí³ Ãîñïîäîì íàøèì ²ñóñîì Õðèñòîì
äî ñëóæ³ííÿ Éîìó ÿê âàø³ Àðõèïàñòèð³, ìîëèìîñÿ ùîá ó
öåé ñâÿòèé ÷àñ óñ³ ìè â³ä÷óëè ä³éñíå, õðèñòèÿíñüêå ïîêàÿííÿ.
Íåõàé Ñâ³òëèé Ïðàçíèê ñëàâíîãî ³ ïåðåìîæíîãî Âîñêðåñ³ííÿ
Õðèñòîâîãî çàñòàíå êîæíîãî ç íàñ ãîòîâèì ³ îõî÷èì íåñòè
Ñâ³òëî Õðèñòîâå âñ³ì ëþäÿì òà áóòè ã³äíèì çíàðÿääÿì çà
ïîñåðåäíèöòâîì ÿêîãî öå Ñâ³òëî ïðîñâ³òèòü ³íøèõ.

Â ïîñò³éí³é ìîëèòâ³ çà âàñ,

+ ÊÎÍÑÒÀÍÒÈÍ,
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ

³ â Ä³ÿñïîð³,

+ ²ÂÀÍ,
Ìèòðîïîëèò Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè Êàíàäè,

+ ÀÍÒÎÍ²É,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â ÑØÀ,

+ ²ÎÀÍ,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â
Ä³ÿñïîð³, ªïàðõ³ÿ íà Àâñòðàë³þ é Íîâó Çåëíàä³þ;

+ ÞÐ²É,
Àðõèºïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè Êàíàäè,

+ ªÐÅÌ²ß,
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ ªïàðõ³¿ íà Ï³âäåííó

Àìåðèêó (ÓÏÖåðêâà â ÑØÀ),

+ ÀÍÄÐ²É,
ªïèñêîï Óêðà¿íñüêî¿ Ïðàâîñëàâíî¿ Öåðêâè â Ä³ÿñïîð³

Çàõ³äíüî-Åâðîïåéñüêà ªïàðõ³ÿ.


