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MOJIUTBA HA MPUAHATTA NPOCOOPU
I CBATOI BOAU
locnogn Boxke Min, Hexan 6yae pap TsBi CBATUIAL
npocdopa i ceaTa TBOs BOAA Ha MPOLLEHHS FPiXiB MOiX,
Ha MpPOCBIT/IEHHS PO3YyMY MOro, Ha 340pOB’a AyLi i
Tina MoOro, Ha BMOKOPEHHSI MpUCTpacTen i HeEMoYen
MOiX 6e3MeXxHUM mMunocepaamMm TBoiM, MOAUTBaAMMU
MpeuncToi Teoei MaTepi i Bcix CBATUXTBOIX. AMiHb.

PRAYER BEFORE CONSUMING PROSPHORA
AND HOLY WATER
O Lord my God, may Thy holy gift and Thy holy water
be unto the enlightenment of my mind, unto the
strengthening of my spiritual and physical powers, unto
the health of my soul and body, unto the taming of my
passions and weaknesses, according to Thy limitless
mercy, through the prayers of Thy Most-pure Mother
and of all Thy Saints. Amen.



Blessed and Happy New Year

4
5 What You Really Need to Know About Holy Water

6 Metropolitan Antony Celebrates 12th Anniversary of Enthronement

8 Sunday Before Theophany: A Spiritual Journey of Preparation and Renewal
10 Theophany Celebration in Chicago

12 On the Baptism of Christ: A Sermon by St. Gregory of Nyssa

19 IBaH XpecTtutensb - fonoc Bonitoworo B [ycTuHi

20 Theophany and River Gods

22 Cssata Bopga i [lpocdopa

26 Charity as a Testament of Faith

30 Monthly Recipe: Ukrainian Braised Pork

31 Children’s page

34  Church Statistics: Baptisms, Marriages & Deaths

36 Clergy Statistics: Ordinations & Necrology

42 Next Month’s Calendars

Ukrains’ke pravoslavne slovo - Ukrainian Orthodox Word («YkpaiHcbke
npasocnaeHe cnoso - Ukrainian Orthodox Word») is a monthly publication
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the USA. It has been published in
Ukrainian, as Ukrains’ke pravoslavne slovo, since 1950, at first in New York
and then, since 1951, in South Bound Brook, New Jersey. It succeeded
Dnipro (USA) as the official publication of the Church. Ukrains’ke
pravoslavne slovo had an English-language section from 1951; in 1967 it
became a separate journal, Ukrainian Orthodox Word. Many of the articles
in Ukrainian Orthodox Word were translated from Ukrains’ke pravoslavne
slovo. Since 2005 the magazine has been published as a bilingual edition
under its current title. The journal’s editors have included Yu. Bobrovsky,
I. Hundiak, F. Istochyn, A. Kotovych, |. Kreta, Hryhorii Pavlovsky, Metropolitan Mstyslav Skrypnyk, P. Falko,
Archbishop Daniel Zelinsky, Fr. lvan Synevskyy, E. Symonenko, and others. The journal includes pastoral letters;
church news; and articles on religious, political, historical, and cultural topics. It is a valuable source of information
on the history of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. - encyclopediaofukraine.com




o
I K7\
| y b

BLESSED AND HAPPY

NEW YEAR!

HOBOI'O
POKY!
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Beloved Clergy, Faithful, and People of Goodwiill,

As we stand at the threshold of the year 2025, we give
thanks to Almighty God for His abundant blessings,
which have carried us through the joys and trials of the
past year. With grateful hearts, we now turn our eyes
toward the future, welcoming the gift of a new year—a
time for renewal, reflection, and recommitment to our
journey of faith.

In this sacred moment, let us embrace the opportunity
to seek peace, stability, and tranquility, both in our
hearts and in the world around us. The New Year is a
time when many resolve to improve their physical,
emotional, and moral lives, but | urge you to go deeper.
Let your greatest resolution be a spiritual one: to
become a new creation in Christ. Let this year mark a
profound transformation in your relationship with God,
your neighbor, and all of His creation.

May this year be one of spiritual transfiguration—a time
to draw closer to the Lord in prayer, love, and service.
Be a beacon of His light in a world longing for hope. Let
acts of kindness and mercy flow from you as a testament
to the living God within your soul. Through your actions
and words, bring the love of Christ to those around you,
healing broken hearts and restoring faith.

As the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, we
remain steadfast in our prayers for peace—especially
for Ukraine and all places afflicted by strife. May this
year bring an end to violence, a triumph of justice, and
the dawning of a new era of unity and reconciliation.

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, may the blessings
of our Lord be upon you and your loved ones in the
coming year. May the light of His love fill your hearts
with peace, your homes with joy, and your lives with
purpose. Together, let us walk boldly into 2025, guided
by faith, hope, and the boundless love of God.

With heartfelt prayers and blessings,

Archbishop Daniel

Jlopore oyxoBeHCTBO, BipHi Ta itoam 06poi BoAi,

Ctosum  Ha noposi 2025 poky, MW  AAKYEMO
BceMoryTHboMy Borosi 3a Moro wweapi 6,1arocioBeHHs,
AKi MpoBe/IM Hac Yepe3 pagolli Ta BUMPOOYBaHHS
MWUHYJIOrO POKY. 3 BASAYHUMU CEPLIAMU MU 3BEPTAEMO
CBOi mornsgu B MaMbyTHE, pagitoum papy Hosoro
Poky - yacy Ans OHOBNEHHS, pO34yMiB Ta BiiHOBJIEHHS
HaLloi goporu Bipwu.

Y ueh  CBAWEHHMA  MOMEHT  CKOpUCTaMMOCH
MOXKJIMBICTIO LLUYKaTWU MUPY, PiIBHOBAru Ta CrOKO AK Y
HalLUMX cepusx, Tak i B HaBKOJIMLLHbOMY CBITi. HoBui
Pik - ue yac, Koan GaraTo XTO BMUPILLYE MOKpPaLLUTH
cBoe isnyHe, eMoLiiMHe Ta MopaJibHE >KUTTH,
afle 9 3aK/MKako Bac Ao 6Ginbworo. Hexam Bawwimm
HaMbiNbLUMM pilleHHAM Oyae caMe AyXOBHe: cTaTu
HOBWM CTBOPIHHAM Yy XpUCTi. Hexal el pik o03HaMeHye
rMboKy TpaHchopMaLLito Y BalLIMX CTOCYHKax 3 borom,
6IVOKHIM | BCIM loro cTBOPIHHAM.



Hexain uen pik 6yane pokoM AyXOBHOIro NpeobparkeHHs
- YacoM HabmxKeHHs o focnoaa B MONUTBI, 1I0OOBI Ta
CNYXKiHHI. ByasTe MaskoM Moro cBiTha y cBiTi, koTpuit
nparHe Hagji. Hexai 3 Bac BUTIKalOTb BYMHKM Ao06pa i
Musocepasa SK CBigveHHs >kuBoro bora y Bawin ayuui.
CBoiMM AisMK i cnoBaMM HecCiTb J1l060B XpUCTOBY
TUM, XTO BaC OTOYYE, 3LiOYM PO3OUTI cepus i
BiJHOBJ1HOKOYM BipY.

Ak YkpaiHcbka [paBocnaBHa LlepkBa CLUA, mu
3a/IMLLAEMOCS HEMOXMTHUMW B HaLLUMX MOJIMTBAX 3a
MUp - 0co61MBO 3a YKpaiHy Ta iHLLUi YaCTUHM CBITY, LLLO
CTpaXkAaarTb Big KOHPNIKTIB. Hexal uen pik npuHece

KiHeUb HaCUNbLCTBY, MNEpPeMory CcrnpaBeasIMBOCTI Ta
NMoYaToOK HOBOI epy €EAHOCTI Ta NPUMMUPEHHSI.

YnobneHi y Xpucti 6patu i cecTpu, Hexaun
6narocnoBeHHs focrnoaa Haworo nepebyBatoTb 3 BaMu
i BalIMMKM 6IM3BKUMWNY NpUnAeLlHboMY poli. Hexan
cBiTno Moro nto6oBi HanmoBHUTL BaLli cepusi MUPOM,
Balli AOMIBKM - PaficTo, a »XUTTA - MeTor. Pasom
CMinMBO Kpokymmo y 2025 piK, Kepyruucb Bipoto,
Hagjieto Ta 6esmexxkHoo boykoro ntoboB'1o.

3 cepaetmumu Mosumeamu ma 6ﬂaZOCﬂ066HHﬂMu,

Apxienuckon JaHuin

WHAT YOU REALLY NEED TO RNOW ABOUT HOLY WATER

On the first Sunday of the New Year, we celebrate
the service of Theophany (also called Epiphany). This
service marks the Baptism of our Lord and the physical
revelation of His place in the Holy Trinity.

‘And when Jesus was baptized, immediately He went up
from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened
to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like
a dove and coming to rest on Him; and behold, a voice
from heaven said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom |
am well pleased™ (Matthew 3:16-17, ESV).

The service of Theophany includes the blessing of the
waters, a tradition which represents Christ’s blessing
of the Jordan through His full immersion in it. But why
do we continually bless water when God has already
redeemed all matter through His life? Isn’'t Theophany
one of the best examples of a service which tells us as
Orthodox Christians that God’s promise has already
been fulfilled?

WHY DO WE BLESS WATER?

The blessing of the waters is as important as the
blessing of food or the blessing a priest gives to those
who approach him. Holy Water in Greek is Agiasmos
which also can be translated to mean sanctification. It
is through the service of Theophany that the waters are
sanctified. “Agiasmos is not merely water of spiritual
significance, but a new being, a spiritual-corporeal
being, an intertwining of heaven and earth, of grace
and matter. This is why the great Agiasma (according to
the church canons) is viewed as a kind of lower degree
of Holy Communion”1 This spiritual-corporeal link
between the Holy Spirit and holy water can be observed
throughout both the Old and the New Testaments.

As early as the first chapter of Genesis, scripture tells
us that “The Spirit of God was moving over the face

of the waters” (Genesis 1:2, RSV), which signifies the
importance of water. These same waters are said to
be the source of life on earth: ‘And God said, “Let the
waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the firmament of the
heavens” (Genesis 1:20, RSV).

Later in Genesis, Noah witnessed the biggest and
perhaps most challenging event of sanctification by
water in Biblical history—the Flood. This cleansing was
followed swiftly by a dove that signified a new promise.
Even in the New Testament we see this sanctifying
effect of the Spirit on water. The Nicene Creed bears
witness to this: “Who for our sake and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary.” The Holy Spirit sanctified
the waters of the Virgin’s womb through the incarnation
of Jesus Christ. But although these biblical examples do
present to us the importance of water, it is only fully
realised and revealed in the appearance of our Lord and
Saviour at Theophany. The blessing of the waters is an
important part of the Orthodox calendar and provides a
physical example of how the Holy Spirit sanctifies.

HOW TO USE HOLY WATER

Holy water is meant to be consumed in simple ways. It is
known that Orthodox Christians may bless themselves
with holy water by drinking it. It can be also sprinkled
on items that are necessary for spiritual growth, shelter
and stability. The place we reside can be home to many
spiritual powers. Holy water, through the blessing of a
house by a priest, is a means of cleansing a house from
evil spirits.

Day-to-day use depends on the person and how they
feel compelled. Perhaps a person who loves cooking
Continued on Page 18



METROPOLITAN ANTONY

-
- - x. -

CELEBRATES 12-TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS ENTHRONEMENT e
As PrivE HierarcH OF THE UOC oF THE USA = r— 2l =

|

12-TA PIUYHHMIIA MHATPOIIOIAYOTO CJIYKIHHSA
BHUCOKOIIPEOCBANIIEHHOTO —

MIATROTIOAATA AFTO HI J1

-Vs N - - .(/- \‘r. N :

Ieeacrosirens YIILH CIIA

N

Your Eminence,

With profound joy and gratitude to God, we, the Council of Metropolia, members of the Consistory, clergy,
seminarians, and faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, humbly offer our heartfelt greetings on
the 12th anniversary of your enthronement as our spiritual father and Metropolitan.

On that solemn day, twelve years ago, at Saint Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Silver Spring, Maryland
(Metropolitan DC area), surrounded by the sacred presence of dozens of hierarchs and hundreds of clergy and
faithful, you accepted the weighty spiritual responsibility of serving as the chief shepherd of our Church. The
memory of that moment, filled with divine grace and joy, remains vivid in our hearts as a testament to your
unwavering commitment to Christ and His Holy Church.

As you continue to guide our Holy Church in these challenging times, we wish you the strength and wisdom to
carry forward the legacy of your esteemed predecessors. Your ministry exemplifies Christ’s words: “Take My yoke
upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and humble in heart” (Matthew 11:29). You have shown yourself to
be a defender of the truth, a preacher of righteousness, and a shepherd of love, tirelessly working for the salvation
and well-being of the faithful entrusted to your care.

May our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, through the intercessions of His Most Holy Mother and all the saints, grant
you many blessed years in His service. May He bless you with good health, spiritual wisdom, and the steadfast
courage to continue leading our Church in faith, unity, and love.

AXIOS! AXIOS! AXIOS!
With filial respect and love in Christ,
+Archbishop Daniel

On behalf of the Consistory, clergy, seminarians, and faithful
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
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Balue BucokonpeocBaLleHCTBO,

3 rinbokoto pagicTio Ta BAsAYHICTIO Borosi My, Paga Mutpononii, yneHn KoHcucTopii, AyXOBEHCTBO, CEMiHApUCTU
Ta BipHi YkpaiHcbKoi NpaBocnasHoi Llepken CLLA, cMupeHHo BiTaeMo Bac i3 12-to piyHuLero Baluoi iHTpoHisau,ii
SIK HaLLOro AyXOBHOro OTLSA i MUTPOMOANTA.

Y TOM ypounCTUI AeHb, ABaHaALUsATh POKiB TOMY, B YKpaiHcbkoMy [MpaBociaBHoMy Cobopi CesaTtoro AHapis B
CinbBep-Cnpinr, wrtaT Mepinens (panoH Mutpononii okpyry Konym6is), B OTOYEHHI CBALLEHHOI MPUCYTHOCTI
[EeCATKIB iepapxiB i COTEHb AYXOBEHCTBA Ta BipHUX, BMU MPUMHSIM BaroMy AyXOBHY BiMNoOBiga/IbHICTb CAYXKiHHS AK
CBSILLLEHHUI nacTup Hawoi Llepksu. Criorag npo To MOMEHT, CMOBHEHWUIA BOXKeCTBEHHOT 61aroaaTi Ta pagocTi,
3a/IMLLAETHCA XKMBMM Y HALLMX CepLsX SK CBiAYEHHS BaLLOi HEMOXWTHOI BiadaHocTi XpucTosi Ta Moro ceaTil
Llepkai.

Hecyun Holly KepyBaHHs1 Halloto CesaToro LlepkBoto B L ckiagHi Yacu, MM BaXKaeEMO BaM CUAM Ta MYAPOCTI
NMpoAoBXKyBaTU CNajLLMHYy BallMX nonepeaHuKiB. Balle cny»KiHHA € npuKkaaaom ciiB XpucTta: «BisbMiTb Ha cebe
apMo Moe i HaBuiTbCA Big MeHe, 60 A Tuxuit i cMupeHHnin cepuem» (Matsia 11:29). Bnaguko, Bu BusBuam cebe
3aXMCHUKOM iCTMHW, MPOMNOBIAHMKOM MNpaBeAHOCTI i NacTUpPeM JIl06OBi, HEBTOMHO TPYAAYUCH A/ CMACiHHS i
[06pobyTy BipHUX, A0BipeHMX Baluir onili.

Hexai Haw lTocnogb i CnacuTensb lcyc XpucToc, yepes 3acTynHmuTeo [NpecesToi BoropoauL,i Ta Bcix cBATUX, Aapye
BaM 6araTo 61arocioBeHHUX NiT Y Mloro cnyxkidHi. Hexalt BiH 6,1aroc10BMTh Bac MiLlHUM 34,0POB’SIM, yXOBHOO
MYZPIiCTIO Ta HEMOXMTHOK MY>KHICTHO MPOAOBXYBaTWN KepyBaTU Halloto Llepkeoto y Bipi, gHOCTI Ta /1l060BiI.
AKCIOC! AKCIOC! AKCIOC!
3 cuHiscbKoro nowaHow i 1to6os’to y Xpucmi,
+Apxuenuckon JaHuin

Bio imeHi KoHcucmopii, 0yxoeeHcmea, ceMiHapucmis ma gipHux
YkpaiHcoka lNpasocnasHa Llepkea CLLA



ndey Bifore Theophany

A Spiritual Journey
of Preparation and Renewal
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Jlyx0BHA mOA0POXK HiATOTOBK

T4 OHOBJICHHS.

On a crisp winter morning, the faithful of Saint
Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Chicago,
Illinois, gathered in profound reverence for the Sunday
before Theophany (January 5, 2025), the feast of the
Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ in the River Jordan.
This day, set apart in the liturgical calendar, invites
every Christian soul to enter into a time of preparation,
reflection, and repentance. Underthe prayerful guidance
of His Eminence Archbishop Daniel, the congregation
embarked on a spiritual journey that united heaven and
earth in sacred worship.

With the majestic cathedral adorned for the season,
the celebration began with the harmonious chanting of
the choir, whose voices seemed to ascend heavenward,
echoing the joy of the approaching feast. Hundreds
of faithful filled the cathedral, their prayerful posture
reflecting their readiness to enter into the mystery of
God’s love revealed in Christ’s baptism.

His Eminence Archbishop Daniel presided over the
Archpastoral Divine Liturgy, assisted by Rev. Fr. Ivan
Lymar, the cathedral's pastor, and clergy from the
surrounding community, including Very Rev. Fr. lhor
Seminikhin, Rev. Fr. Michael Drofiak, and Rev. Fr. David
Chijiokie, Protodeacon Andriy Fronchak and Deacon
Maksym Zhuravchyk. Together, they offered ancient
and sacred prayers on behalf of the gathered faithful,
standing before the altar of the Lord in awe and humility.

In his sermon, Archbishop Daniel spoke with fervor
about the profound meaning of preparation - both
spiritual and physical. He called the faithful to reflect on

the significance of this holy season as a time to cleanse
their hearts, renew their souls, and ready their bodies
to receive the grace of Theophany. Drawing parallels
between spiritual and physical preparation, he noted:

“Just as an athlete trains the body with discipline to
achieve a goal, so too must we train our souls with
prayer, fasting, and repentance to encounter Christ.
True preparation is not only about external rituals but
about opening our hearts to be transformed by God'’s
grace.”

His words resonated deeply, encouraging all to examine
their lives, discard worldly distractions, and embrace
the light of Christ.

Asthe Divine Liturgy culminated, the faithful approached
the chalice with reverence, partaking in the Body and
Blood of Christ - a foretaste of the Kingdom of God.
Their unity in the Eucharist reflected their collective
readiness to celebrate the great feast of Theophany.

Following the Liturgy, Archbishop Daniel led the
traditional blessing of water, an integral part of
Theophany Eve. The prayers and hymns, ancient yet ever
new, sanctified the water, transforming it into a source
of spiritual renewal and healing. The congregation
eagerly received the blessed water, which they would
use in their homes to sanctify their spaces and renew
their hearts and bodies.

The Sunday before Theophany serves as a sacred
reminder of the need for preparation—not only for feast



days but for every moment of life. The faithful at Saint
Volodymyr Cathedral were inspired by the day’s events
to embrace the call to repentance, to cultivate a spirit
of humility, and to seek God’s presence in every aspect
of their lives.

As the community prepared to gather for the traditional
Holy Supper on the Eve of Theophany, they carried with
them the sacred water, a tangible reminder of God'’s
blessings and a call to live in the light of Christ’s baptism.

Archbishop Daniel's words continue to resonate:
“Preparation is the bridge between the ordinary and
the divine. When we prepare with intention - whether
through prayer, fasting, or good works - we open
ourselves to encounter the living God. Just as John the
Baptist prepared the way of the Lord in the wilderness,
so too must we prepare our hearts to receive Him.”

This profound reflection encourages every Christian to
approach Theophany not as an isolated event but as a
way of life - a continual process of turning to Christ,
embracing His light, and sharing His love with the world.

The Sunday before Theophany at Saint Volodymyr
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral was more than a liturgical
observance; it was a spiritual awakening. Through
prayer, reflection, and communal worship, the clergy
and faithful entered into the mystery of preparation,
ready to celebrate the revelation of Christ as the Son
of God. The joyful chanting, the solemn prayers, and
the blessing of water all served as a reminder of the
transformative power of God’s grace, calling every soul
to renewal and holiness.

May we all carry this spirit of preparation into our own
lives, continually seeking to encounter Christ, the Light
of the World, in every moment.

Photos by Subdeacon Mykola Stefanyk

uocofusa.org

uocofusa.org
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kaainian Orthodox Community of Chicago, IL =
CELEBRATES THE FEAST OF THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD =

« WITH ARCHBISHOP DANIEL

VYkpaiaceka IIpaBociaBHa I‘pOMaf:[a,. Yukaro, mrar InmiHoiic,
CBATKYE CBATO BOT'OABJIEHHSA I'OCIIOHBOI'O
s 3 APXHUEIIUCKOIIOM TAHUIJIIOM
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The radiant feast of the Baptism of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, also known as Theophany, was celebrated
with great spiritual fervor and joy at St. Volodymyr
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Chicago, lllinois. His
Eminence Archbishop Daniel, the spiritual father of the
Western Eparchy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of
the USA, assisted by Very Rev. Fr. Ivan Lymar, pastor of
the cathedral community, presided over this significant
celebration on January 6, 2025, calling all in attendance
to embrace the profound meaning of this holy event.

The feast of Theophany marks the baptism of Christ in
the River Jordan by St. John the Baptist, the last prophet
of the Old Testament and the first prophet of the New
Testament. In his homily, Archbishop Daniel emphasized
the call to repentance issued by the Forerunner, St.
John the Baptist, whose words still resonate powerfully
today: “Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand.”
His Eminence invited all faithful present to reflect
deeply on their own baptismal moments, recalling the
transformative grace that begins a life in Christ.

Archbishop Daniel shared a personal and moving story
of his own baptism during the Soviet era in Ukraine. In
the 1970s, when faith was suppressed by the Soviet
regime, his parents risked everything to bring him to
an elderly Orthodox priest who baptized him secretly
in a basement. In the chill of night, they returned
home, emboldened by their faith and love for God. This
story served as a poignant reminder of the courage
and commitment required to live as faithful Orthodox
Christians in a world often hostile to the message of
Christ.

His Eminence called upon the faithful to embrace
bravery in their spiritual lives, stressing that to be an
Orthodox Christian is not merely about fulfilling cultural
traditions or outward customs. “Fulfilling traditions like
the Holy Supper, the 12 traditional dishes, or singing
carols without living according to the commandments
of Christ is meaningless,” he reminded the congregation.
“Faith is not about empty rituals but about a life
transformed by humility, obedience, and love for God
and neighbor.”

Archbishop Daniel spoke powerfully about the need
for humility in a world increasingly focused on self-
assertion. He urged everyone to not only declare their
independence but also their “declaration of dependence
on God." True freedom, he explained, comes from
submitting ourselves to the will of God, recognizing His
sovereignty over our lives, and allowing His voice to
guide us.

The Archbishop highlighted the divine revelation
at Christ’'s baptism—the voice of God the Father
proclaiming, “This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased.” This Theophany, or manifestation of the Holy
Trinity, calls each of us to live in a way that the Father
may also say of us, “This is my beloved son” or “This
is my beloved daughter.” To live such a life is to fulfill
our baptismal calling, becoming true children of God
through holiness and faith.

Following the Divine Liturgy, Archbishop Daniel led the

faithful in the Great Blessing of the Waters, a sacred
liturgical act that recalls the sanctification of the

10



River Jordan by Christ and renews the faithful in their
baptismal vows. Assisted by the Very Rev. Fr. lvan Lymar,
pastor of St. Volodymyr Cathedral, and several visiting
clergy from Ukraine, the Archbishop emphasized that
the sanctified water is a reminder of our call to holiness.
“With every sprinkling of holy water, we are reminded
to renew our baptismal promises and dedicate every
fiber of our being to God,” he proclaimed.

The cathedral choir, under the leadership of Wolodymyr
Popovych, inspired all present with their harmonious
chants, transforming the workday into a spiritual feast.

Despite the challenges of the work day, over 100
faithful gathered to participate in the celebration of
Eucharistic Divine Liturgy. Their presence reflected
their deep devotion and commitment to the Orthodox
faith, inspired by the leadership and spiritual guidance
of Archbishop Daniel.

As the service concluded, Archbishop Daniel reminded
all present of the need to listen attentively to God'’s
voice in their lives. Just as the Father declared Christ
to be His beloved Son at the Jordan, so too does God
seek to proclaim His love for each of us. However, this
requires us to live lives worthy of His calling - lives of
humility, repentance, and service.

The feast of Theophany is not just a historical
commemoration but a living call to transformation.
It is an invitation to renew our faith, recommit to
our baptismal promises, and boldly live as Orthodox
Christians in a world that desperately needs the light
of Christ.

May we always hear and respond to the voice of God
and the guidance of our spiritual shepherds, striving to
reflect His love and grace in all that we do. Let the light
of Theophany shine brightly in our hearts, leading us
ever closer to the Kingdom of God.

Photos by Subdeacon Mykola Stefanyk

uocofusa.org
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Now | recognize my own flock: today | behold the wonted
figure of the Church, when, turning with aversion from
the occupation even of the cares of the flesh, you come
together in your undiminished numbers for the service
of God — when the people crowds the house, coming
within the sacred sanctuary, and when the multitude
that can find no place within fills the space outside in
the precincts like bees. For of them some are at their
labours within, while others outside hum around the
hive. So do, my children: and never abandon this zeal.
For | confess that | feel a shepherd’s affections, and |
wish, when | am set upon this watchtower, to see the
flock gathered round about the mountain’s foot: and
when it so happens to me, | am filled with wonderful
earnestness, and work with pleasure at my sermon,
as the shepherds do at their rustic strains. But when
things are otherwise, and you are straying in distant
wanderings, as you did but lately, the last Lord’s Day;, |
am much troubled, and glad to be silent; and | consider
the question of flight from hence, and seek for the
Carmel of the prophet Elijah, or for some rock without
inhabitant; for men in depression naturally choose
loneliness and solitude. But now, when | see you
thronging here with all your families, | am reminded of
the prophetic saying, which Isaiah proclaimed from afar
off, addressing by anticipation the Church with her fair
and numerous children:— “Who are these that fly as a
cloud, and as doves with their young to me “? Yes, and
he adds moreover this also, “The place is too strait for
me; give place that | may dwell Isaiah 49:20 " For these
predictions the power of the Spirit made with reference
to the populous Church of God, which was afterwards
to fill the whole world from end to end of the earth.

. A SERMON FOR THE
"DAY OF THE LIGHTS
Y GREGORY OF NYSSA

The time, then, has come, and bears in its course
the remembrance of holy mysteries, purifying man—
mysteries which purge out from soul and body even
that sin which is hard to cleanse away, and which bring
us back to that fairness of our first estate which God,
the best of artificers, impressed upon us. Therefore it
is that you, the initiated people, are gathered together;
and you bring also that people who have not made
trial of them, leading, like good fathers, by careful
guidance, the uninitiated to the perfect reception of
the faith. | for my part rejoice over both—over you that
are initiated, because you are enriched with a great
gift: over you that are uninitiated, because you have a
fair expectation of hope— remission of what is to be
accounted for, release from bondage, close relation to
God, free boldness of speech, and in place of servile
subjection equality with the angels. For these things,
and all that follow from them, the grace of Baptism
secures and conveys to us. Therefore let us leave the
other matters of the Scriptures for other occasions, and
abide by the topic set before us, offering, as far as we
may, the gifts that are proper and fitting for the feast:
for each festival demands its own treatment. So we
welcome a marriage with wedding songs; for mourning
we bring the due offering with funeral strains; in times
of business we speak seriously, at times of festivity we
relax the concentration and strain of our minds; but
each time we keep free from disturbance by things that
are alien to its character.

Christ, then, was born as it were a few days ago— He
Whose generation was before all things, sensible and
intellectual. Today He is baptized by John that He might
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cleanse him who was defiled, that He might bring the
Spirit from above, and exalt man to heaven, that he who
had fallen might be raised up and he who had cast him
down might be put to shame. And marvel not if God
showed so great earnestness in our cause: for it was
with care on the part of him who did us wrong that
the plot was laid against us; it is with forethought on
the part of our Maker that we are saved. And he, that
evil charmer, framing his new device of sin against our
race, drew along his serpent train, a disguise worthy of
his own intent, entering in his impurity into what was
like himself—dwelling, earthly and mundane as he was
in will, in that creeping thing. But Christ, the repairer
of his evil-doing, assumes manhood in its fullness, and
saves man, and becomes the type and figure of us all,
to sanctify the first-fruits of every action, and leave
to His servants no doubt in their zeal for the tradition.
Baptism, then, is a purification from sins, a remission of
trespasses, a cause of renovation and regeneration.

By regeneration, understand regeneration conceived in
thought, not discerned by bodily sight. For we shall not,
according to the Jew Nicodemus and his somewhat dull
intelligence, change the old man into a child, nor shall
we form anew him who is wrinkled and gray-headed to
tenderness and youth, if we bring back the man again
into his mother’s womb: but we do bring back, by royal
grace, him who bears the scars of sin, and has grown
old in evil habits, to the innocence of the babe. For as
the child new-born is free from accusations and from
penalties, so too the child of regeneration has nothing
for which to answer, being released by royal bounty
from accountability. And this gift it is not the water that
bestows (for in that case it were a thing more exalted
than all creation), but the command of God, and the
visitation of the Spirit that comes sacramentally to set
us free. But water serves to express the cleansing. For
since we are wont by washing in water to render our
body clean when it is soiled by dirt or mud, we therefore
apply it also in the sacramental action, and display
the spiritual brightness by that which is subject to our
senses.

Let us however, if it seems well, persevere in enquiring
more fully and more minutely concerning Baptism,
starting, as from the fountain-head, from the Scriptural
declaration, “Unless a man be born of water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. “
Why are both named, and why is not the Spirit alone
accounted sufficient for the completion of Baptism?
Man, as we know full well, is compound, not simple: and
therefore the cognate and similar medicines are assigned
for healing to him who is twofold and conglomerate:—
for his visible body, water, the sensible element—for his
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soul, which we cannot see, the Spirit invisible, invoked
by faith, present unspeakably. For “the Spirit breathes
where He wills, and you hear His voice, but canst not
tell whence He comes or whither He goes. “ He blesses
the body that is baptized, and the water that baptizes.
Despise not, therefore, the Divine laver, nor think lightly
of it, as a common thing, on account of the use of water.
For the power that operates is mighty, and wonderful are
the things that are wrought thereby. For this holy altar,
too, by which | stand, is stone, ordinary in its nature,
nowise different from the other slabs of stone that build
our houses and adorn our pavements; but seeing that
it was consecrated to the service of God, and received
the benediction, it is a holy table, an altar undefiled, no
longer touched by the hands of all, but of the priests
alone, and that with reverence. The bread again is at
first common bread, but when the sacramental action
consecrates it, it is called, and becomes, the Body of
Christ. So with the sacramental oil; so with the wine:
though before the benediction they are of little value,
each of them, after the sanctification bestowed by the
Spirit, has its several operation. The same power of
the word, again, also makes the priest venerable and
honourable, separated, by the new blessing bestowed
upon him, from his community with the mass of men.
While but yesterday he was one of the mass, one of the
people, he is suddenly rendered a guide, a president,
a teacher of righteousness, an instructor in hidden
mysteries; and this he does without being at all changed
in body or in form; but, while continuing to be in all
appearance the man he was before, being, by some
unseen power and grace, transformed in respect of his
unseen soul to the higher condition.

And so there are many things, which if you consider
you will see that their appearance is contemptible,
but the things they accomplish are mighty: and this is
especially the case when you collect from the ancient
history instances cognate and similar to the subject of
our inquiry. The rod of Moses was a hazel wand. And
what is that, but common wood that every hand cuts
and carries, and fashions to what use it chooses, and
casts as it will into the fire? But when God was pleased
to accomplish by that rod those wonders, lofty, and
passing the power of language to express, the wood
was changed into a serpent. And again, at another time,
he smote the waters, and now made the water blood,
now made to issue forth a countless brood of frogs: and
again he divided the sea, severed to its depths without
flowing together again. Likewise the mantle of one of
the prophets, though it was but a goat’s skin, made
Elisha renowned in the whole world. And the wood of
the Cross is of saving efficacy for all men, though it is,
as | am informed, a piece of a poor tree, less valuable



than most trees are. So a bramble bush showed to
Moses the manifestation of the presence of God: so
the remains of Elisha raised a dead man to life; so clay
gave sight to him that was blind from the womb. And
all these things, though they were matter without soul
or sense, were made the means for the performance of
the great marvels wrought by them, when they received
the power of God.

Now by a similar train of reasoning, water also, though
it is nothing else than water, renews the man to spiritual
regeneration, when the grace from above hallows it.
And if any one answers me again by raising a difficulty,
with his questions and doubts, continually asking and
inquiring how water and the sacramental act that is
performed therein regenerate, | most justly reply to
him, “Show me the mode of that generation which is
after the flesh, and | will explain to you the power of
regeneration in the soul.” You will say perhaps, by way
of giving an account of the matter, “It is the cause of
the seed which makes the man.” Learn then from us in
return, that hallowed water cleanses and illuminates
the man. And if you again object to me your “How?"
| shall more vehemently cry in answer, “How does
the fluid and formless substance become a man?”
and so the argument as it advances will be exercised
on everything through all creation. How does heaven
exist? How earth? How sea? How every single thing?
For everywhere men's reasoning, perplexed in the
attempt at discovery, falls back upon this syllable “how,"
as those who cannot walk fall back upon a seat. To
speak concisely, everywhere the power of God and His
operation are incomprehensible and incapable of being
reduced to rule, easily producing whatever He wills,
while concealing from us the minute knowledge of His
operation.

Hence also the blessed David, applying his mind to
the magnificence of creation, and filled with perplexed
wonder in his soul, spoke that verse which is sung by all,
“O Lord, how manifold are Your works: in wisdom have
You made them all. “ The wisdom he perceived: but the
art of the wisdom he could not discover. Let us then
leave the task of searching into what is beyond human
power, and seek rather that which shows signs of being
partly within our comprehension:— what is the reason
why the cleansing is effected by water? And to what
purpose are the three immersions received? That which
the fathers taught, and which our mind has received
and assented to, is as follows:(— We recognize four
elements, of which the world is composed, which every
one knows even if their names are not spoken; but if it
is well, for the sake of the more simple, to tell you their
names, they are fire and air, earth and water. Now our

God and Saviour, in fulfilling the Dispensation for our
sakes, went beneath the fourth of these, the earth, that
He might raise up life from thence. And we in receiving
Baptism, in imitation of our Lord and Teacher and Guide,
are not indeed buried in the earth (for this is the shelter
of the body that is entirely dead, covering the infirmity
and decay of our nature), but coming to the element
akin to earth, to water, we conceal ourselves in that as
the Saviour did in the earth: and by doing this thrice we
represent for ourselves that grace of the Resurrection
which was wrought in three days: and this we do, not
receiving the sacrament in silence, but while there are
spoken over us the Names of the Three Sacred Persons
on Whom we believed, in Whom we also hope, from
Whom comes to us both the fact of our present and the
fact of our future existence.

It may be you are offended, thou who contendest boldly
against the glory of the Spirit, and that you grudge to
the Spirit that veneration wherewith He is reverenced
by the godly. Leave off contending with me: resist, if
you can, those words of the Lord which gave to men
the rule of the Baptismal invocation. What says the
Lord’s command? “Baptizing them in the Name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost Matthew
28:19 " How in the Name of the Father? Because He is
the primal cause of all things. How in the Name of the
Son? Because He is the Maker of the Creation. How in
the Name of the Holy Ghost? Because He is the power
perfecting all. We bow ourselves therefore before the
Father, that we may be sanctified: before the Son also
we bow, that the same end may be fulfilled: we bow
also before the Holy Ghost, that we may be made what
He is in fact and in Name. There is not a distinction
in the sanctification, in the sense that the Father
sanctifies more, the Son less, the Holy Spirit in a less
degree than the other Two. Why then do you divide the
Three Persons into fragments of different natures, and
make Three Gods, unlike one to another, while from all
thou dost receive one and the same grace?

As, however, examples always render an argument
more vivid to the hearers, | propose to instruct the
mind of the blasphemers by an illustration, explaining,
by means of earthly and lowly matters, those matters
which are great, and invisible to the senses. If it befell
you to be enduring the misfortune of captivity among
enemies, to be in bondage and in misery, to be groaning
for that ancient freedom which thou once had— and
if all at once three men, who were notable men and
citizens in the country of your tyrannical masters, set
you free from the constraint that lay upon you, giving
your ransom equally, and dividing the charges of the
money in equal shares among themselves, would you
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not then, meeting with this favour, look upon the
three alike as benefactors, and make repayment of the
ransom to them in equal shares, as the trouble and the
cost on your behalf was common to them all— if, that
is, thou were a fair judge of the benefit done to you?
This we may see, so far as illustration goes , for our aim
at present is not to render a strict account of the Faith.
Let us return to the present season, and to the subject
it sets before us.

I find that not only do the Gospels, written after the
Crucifixion, proclaim the grace of Baptism, but, even
before the Incarnation of our Lord, the ancient Scripture
everywhere prefigured the likeness of our regeneration;
not clearly manifesting its form, but fore-showing, in
dark sayings, the love of God to man. And as the Lamb
was proclaimed by anticipation, and the Cross was
foretold by anticipation, so, too, was Baptism shown
forth by action and by word. Let us recall its types to
those who love good thoughts— for the festival season
of necessity demands their recollection.

Hagar, the handmaid of Abraham (whom Paul treats
allegorically in reasoning with the Galatians ), being sent
forth from her master’s house by the anger of Sarah—
for a servant suspected in regard to her master is a
hard thing for lawful wives to bear— was wandering in
desolation to a desolate land with her babe Ishmael at
her breast. And when she was in straits for the needs
of life, and was herself near unto death, and her child
yet more sore for the water in the skin was spent (since
it was not possible that the Synagogue, she who once
dwelt among the figures of the perennial Fountain,
should have all that was needed to support life), an
angel unexpectedly appears, and shows her a well of
living water, and drawing thence, she saves Ishmael.
Behold, then, a sacramental type: how from the very
first it is by the means of living water that salvation
comes to him that was perishing— water that was not
before, but was given as a boon by an angel’s means.
Again, at a later time, Isaac— the same for whose sake
Ishmael was driven with his mother from his father’s
home— was to be wedded. Abraham'’s servant is sent to
make the match, so as to secure a bride for his master,
and finds Rebekah at the well: and a marriage that was
to produce the race of Christ had its beginning and its
first covenant in water.

Yes, and lIsaac himself also, when he was ruling his
flocks, dug wells at all parts of the desert, which the
aliens stopped and filled up , for a type of all those
impious men of later days who hindered the grace of
Baptism, and talked loudly in their struggle against the
truth. Yet the martyrs and the priests overcame them by

digging the wells, and the gift of Baptism over-flowed
the whole world. According to the same force of the
text, Jacob also, hastening to seek a bride, met Rachel
unexpectedly at the well. And a great stone lay upon
the well, which a multitude of shepherds were wont
to roll away when they came together, and then gave
water to themselves and to their flocks. But Jacob
alone rolls away the stone, and waters the flocks of his
spouse. The thing is, | think, a dark saying, a shadow of
what should come. For what is the stone that is laid but
Christ Himself? For of Him Isaiah says, “And | will lay in
the foundations of Sion a costly stone, precious, elect :"
and Daniel likewise, “A stone was cut out without hands
” that is, Christ was born without a man. For as it is a
new and marvellous thing that a stone should be cut out
of the rock without a hewer or stone-cutting tools, so
it is a thing beyond all wonder that an offspring should
appear from an unwedded Virgin. There was lying, then,
upon the well the spiritual stone, Christ, concealing in
the deep and in mystery the laver of regeneration which
needed much time— as it were a long rope— to bring it
to light. And none rolled away the stone save Israel, who
is mind seeing God. But he both draws up the water and
gives drink to the sheep of Rachel; that is, he reveals
the hidden mystery, and gives living water to the flock
of the Church. Add to this also the history of the three
rods of Jacob. For from the time when the three rods
were laid by the well, Laban the polytheist thenceforth
became poor, and Jacob became rich and wealthy in
herds. Now let Laban be interpreted of the devil, and
Jacob of Christ. For after the institution of Baptism
Christ took away all the flock of Satan and Himself grew
rich. Again, the great Moses, when he was a goodly
child, and yet at the breast, falling under the general
and cruel decree which the hard-hearted Pharaoh made
against the men-children, was exposed on the banks of
the river— not naked, but laid in an ark, for it was fitting
that the Law should typically be enclosed in a coffer.
And he was laid near the water; for the Law, and those
daily sprinklings of the Hebrews which were a little later
to be made plain in the perfect and marvellous Baptism,
are near to grace. Again, according to the view of the
inspired Paul , the people itself, by passing through the
Red Sea, proclaimed the good tidings of salvation by
water. The people passed over, and the Egyptian king
with his host was engulfed, and by these actions this
Sacrament was foretold. For even now, whenever the
people is in the water of regeneration, fleeing from
Egypt, from the burden of sin, it is set free and saved;
but the devil with his own servants (I mean, of course,
the spirits of evil), is choked with grief, and perishes,
deeming the salvation of men to be his own misfortune.
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Even these instances might be enough to confirm our
present position; but the lover of good thoughts must yet
not neglect what follows. The people of the Hebrews, as
we learn, after many sufferings, and after accomplishing
their weary course in the desert, did not enter the land
of promise until it had first been brought, with Joshua
for its guide and the pilot of its life, to the passage of
the Jordan. But it is clear that Joshua also, who set up
the twelve stones in the stream, was anticipating the
coming of the twelve disciples, the ministers of Baptism.
Again, that marvellous sacrifice of the old Tishbite,
that passes all human understanding, what else does it
do but prefigure in action the Faith in the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost, and redemption? For when
all the people of the Hebrews had trodden underfoot
the religion of their fathers, and fallen into the error of
polytheism, and their king Ahab was deluded by idolatry,
with Jezebel, of ill-omened name, as the wicked partner
of his life, and the vile prompter of his impiety, the
prophet, filled with the grace of the Spirit, coming to
a meeting with Ahab, withstood the priests of Baal in
a marvellous and wondrous contest in the sight of the
king and all the people; and by proposing to them the
task of sacrificing the bullock without fire, he displayed
them in a ridiculous and wretched plight, vainly praying
and crying aloud to gods that were not. At last, himself
invoking his own and the true God, he accomplished the
test proposed with further exaggerations and additions.
For he did not simply by prayer bring down the fire from
heaven upon the wood when it was dry, but exhorted
and enjoined the attendants to bring abundance of
water. And when he had thrice poured out the barrels
upon the cleft wood, he kindled at his prayer the fire
from out of the water, that by the contrariety of the
elements, so concurring in friendly cooperation, he
might show with superabundant force the power of
his own God. Now herein, by that wondrous sacrifice,
Elijah clearly proclaimed to us the sacramental rite of
Baptism that should afterwards be instituted. For the
fire was kindled by water thrice poured upon it, so that
it is clearly shown that where the mystic water is, there
is the kindling, warm, and fiery Spirit, that burns up the
ungodly, and illuminates the faithful.

Yes, and yet again his disciple Elisha, when Naaman the
Syrian, who was diseased with leprosy, had come to him
as a suppliant, cleanses the sick man by washing him
in Jordan, clearly indicating what should come, both by
the use of water generally, and by the dipping in the
river in particular. For Jordan alone of rivers, receiving
in itself the first-fruits of sanctification and benediction,
conveyed in its channel to the whole world, as it were
from some fount in the type afforded by itself, the grace
of Baptism. These then are indications in deed and act

of regeneration by Baptism. Let us for the rest consider
the prophecies of it in words and language. Isaiah cried
saying, “Wash you, make you clean, put away evil from
your souls ;” and David, “Draw near to Him and be

enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. “

And Ezekiel, writing more clearly and plainly than them
both, says, “And | will sprinkle clean water upon you,
and you shall be cleansed: from all your filthiness, and
from all your idols, will | cleanse you. A new heart also
will | give you, and a new spirit will | give you: and | will
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will
give you an heart of flesh, and my Spirit will | put within
you. “ Most manifestly also does Zechariah prophesy of
Joshua, who was clothed with the filthy garment (to wit,
the flesh of a servant, even ours), and stripping him of
his ill-favoured raiment adorns him with the clean and
fair apparel; teaching us by the figurative illustration
that verily in the Baptism of Jesus all we, putting off our
sins like some poor and patched garment, are clothed
in the holy and most fair garment of regeneration. And
where shall we place that oracle of Isaiah, which cries
to the wilderness, “Be glad, O thirsty wilderness: let the
desert rejoice and blossom as a lily: and the desolate
places of Jordan shall blossom and shall rejoice “? For it
is clear that it is not to places without soul or sense that
he proclaims the good tidings of joy: but he speaks, by
the figure of the desert, of the soul that is parched and
unadorned, even as David also, when he says, “My soul
is unto You as a thirsty land ;" and, “My soul is thirsty for
the mighty, for the living God. “ So again the Lord says
in the Gospels, “If any man thirst, let him come unto Me
and drink ;” and to the woman of Samaria, “Whosoever
drinks of this water shall thirst again: but whosoever
drinks of the water that | shall give him shall never thirst
John 4:13-14 ” And “the excellency of Carmel” Isaiah
35:2 is given to the soul that bears the likeness to the
desert, thatis, the grace bestowed through the Spirit. For
since Elijah dwelt in Carmel, and the mountain became
famous and renowned by the virtue of him who dwelt
there, and since moreover John the Baptist, illustrious
in the spirit of Elijah, sanctified the Jordan, therefore
the prophet foretold that “the excellency of Carmel”
should be given to the river. And “the glory of Lebanon
Isaiah 35:2,” from the similitude of its lofty trees, he
transfers to the river. For as great Lebanon presents
a sufficient cause of wonder in the very trees which it
brings forth and nourishes, so is the Jordan glorified by
regenerating men and planting them in the Paradise
of God: and of them, as the words of the Psalmist say,
ever blooming and bearing the foliage of virtues, “the
leaf shall not wither ,” and God shall be glad, receiving
their fruit in due season, rejoicing, like a good planter,
in his own works. And the inspired David, foretelling
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also the voice which the Father uttered from heaven
upon the Son at His Baptism, that He might lead the
hearers, who till then had looked upon that low estate
of His Humanity which was perceptible by their senses,
to the dignity of nature that belongs to the Godhead,
wrote in his book that passage, “The voice of the Lord
is upon the waters, the voice of the Lord in majesty. “
But here we must make an end of the testimonies from
the Divine Scriptures: for the discourse would extend
to an infinite length if one should seek to select every
passage in detail, and set them forth in a single book.

But do ye all, as many as are made glad, by the gift
of regeneration, and make your boast of that saving
renewal, show me, after the sacramental grace, the
change in your ways that should follow it, and make
known by the purity of your conversation the difference
effected by your transformation for the better. For of
those things which are before our eyes nothing is altered:
the characteristics of the body remain unchanged, and
the mould of the visible nature is nowise different. But
there is certainly need of some manifest proof, by which
we may recognize the new-born man, discerning by
clear tokens the new from the old. And these | think
are to be found in the intentional motions of the soul,
whereby it separates itself from its old customary life,
and enters on a newer way of conversation, and will
clearly teach those acquainted with it that it has become
something different from its former self, bearing in it
no token by which the old self was recognized. This,
if you be persuaded by me, and keep my words as a
law, is the mode of the transformation. The man that
was before Baptism was wanton, covetous, grasping
at the goods of others, a reviler, a liar, a slanderer, and
all that is kindred with these things, and consequent
from them. Let him now become orderly, sober,
content with his own possessions, and imparting
from them to those in poverty, truthful, courteous,
affable— in a word, following every laudable course
of conduct. For as darkness is dispelled by light, and
black disappears as whiteness is spread over it, so the
old man also disappears when adorned with the works
of righteousness. You see how Zacchaeus also by the
change of his life slew the publican, making fourfold
restitution to those whom he had unjustly damaged, and
the rest he divided with the poor— the treasure which
he had before got by ill means from the poor whom he
oppressed. The Evangelist Matthew, another publican,
of the same business with Zacchaus, at once after his
call changed his life as if it had been a mask. Paul was
a persecutor, but after the grace bestowed on him an
Apostle, bearing the weight of his fetters for Christ’s
sake, as an act of amends and repentance for those
unjust bonds which he once received from the Law, and
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bore for use against the Gospel. Such ought you to be in
your regeneration: so ought you to blot out your habits
that tend to sin; so ought the sons of God to have their
conversation: for after the grace bestowed we are
called His children. And therefore we ought narrowly to
scrutinize our Father’s characteristics, that by fashioning
and framing ourselves to the likeness of our Father, we
may appear true children of Him Who calls us to the
adoption according to grace. For the bastard and the
supposititious son, who belies his father’s nobility in his
deeds, is a sad reproach. Therefore also, methinks, it is
that the Lord Himself, laying down for us in the Gospels
the rules of our life, uses these words to His disciples,
“Do good to them that hate you, pray for them that
despitefully use you and persecute you; that you may
be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for He
makes His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. “ For then He
says they are sons when in their own modes of thought
they are fashioned in loving kindness towards their
kindred, after the likeness of the Father’s goodness.

Therefore, also, it is that after the dignity of adoption
the devil plots more vehemently against us, pining away
with envious glance, when he beholds the beauty of the
new-born man, earnestly tending towards that heavenly
city, from which he fell: and he raises up against us fiery
temptations, seeking earnestly to despoil us of that
second adornment, as he did of our former array. But
when we are aware of his attacks, we ought to repeat
to ourselves the apostolic words, “As many of us as
were baptized into Christ were baptized into His death
Romans 6:3 " Now if we have been conformed to His
death, sin henceforth in us is surely a corpse, pierced
through by the javelin of Baptism, as that fornicator
was thrust through by the zealous Phinehas. Numbers
25:7-8 Flee therefore from us, ill-omened one! For it
is a corpse you seek to despoil, one long ago joined to
you, one who long since lost his senses for pleasures.
A corpse is not enamoured of bodies, a corpse is not
captivated by wealth, a corpse slanders not, a corpse
lies not, snatches not at what is not its own, reviles not
those who encounter it. My way of living is regulated
for another life: | have learned to despise the things
that are in the world, to pass by the things of earth, to
hasten to the things of heaven, even as Paul expressly
testifies, that the world is crucified to him, and he to the
world. These are the words of a soul truly regenerated:
these are the utterances of the newly-baptized man,
who remembers his own profession, which he made
to God when the sacrament was administered to him,
promising that he would despise for the sake of love
towards Him all torment and all pleasure alike.



And now we have spoken sufficiently for the holy
subject of the day, which the circling year brings to us
at appointed periods. We shall do well in what remains
to end our discourse by turning it to the loving Giver
of so great a boon, offering to Him a few words as the
requital of great things. For You verily, O Lord, are the
pure and eternal fount of goodness, Who justly turned
away from us, and in loving kindness had mercy upon
us. You hated, and were reconciled; You cursed, and
blessed; You banished us from Paradise, and recalled
us; You stripped off the fig-tree leaves, an unseemly
covering, and put upon us a costly garment; You opened
the prison, and released the condemned; You sprinkled
us with clean water, and cleanse us from our filthiness.
No longer shall Adam be confounded when called by
You, nor hide himself, convicted by his conscience,
cowering in the thicket of Paradise. Nor shall the flaming

sword encircle Paradise around, and make the entrance
inaccessible to those that draw near; but all is turned
to joy for us that were the heirs of sin: Paradise, yea,
heaven itself may be trodden by man: and the creation,
in the world and above the world, that once was at
variance with itself, is knit together in friendship: and
we men are made to join in the angels’ song, offering the
worship of their praise to God. For all these things then
let us sing to God that hymn of joy, which lips touched
by the Spirit long ago sang loudly: “Let my soul be joyful
in the Lord: for He has clothed me with a garment of
salvation, and has put upon me a robe of gladness: as
on a bridegroom He has set a mitre upon me, and as a
bride has He adorned me with fair array. “ And verily
the Adorner of the bride is Christ, Who is, and was, and
shall be, blessed now and for evermore. Amen.

Source. <http:/www.newadvent.org/fathers/2910.htm>

WHAT YOU REALLY NEED TO
RNOW ABOUT HOLY WATER

...Continued from Page 5

would use it in their meals. A person who has children
may give holy water to their children to drink before an
exam or a big event.

The key to its use is through love. Love of other people
through the giving of Holy Water to them, and love of
oneself out of personal care and faith of healing. Most
importantly, love of God by the faith that holy water will
sanctify our souls and bodies.

It is important to see holy water as medicine both
physically and spiritually. It is used to sanctify those
who are personally subject to it (through personal
consumption) or indirectly (blessings of houses and
land). It's really important to not trivialise holy water.
The general rule is to treat holy water as a healing
ointment (as opposed to a general food).

HOW TO STORE HOLY WATER
To keep your Holy Water in good condition throughout
the year:

° Ensure the bottle it is stored in is clean to start
with and able to be sealed; glass is better than
plastic.

° Keep the bottle in a dark, cool place, not in
sunlight.

Do not put your fingers into the bottle.
Only top it up with water which has been boiled.

° A few drops in boiled water is the safest for
drinking if you are concerned.

° If you are in any doubt about the physical
quality of the water do not drink it.

° Dispose of Holy Water in the garden, not down
the sink.

° Renew your supply at least once a year.

| hope that during the liturgical year you may be blessed
through your holy water, that this water may be for the
bestowing of sanctification; for the remission of sins; for
the healing of soul and body; and for every expedient
service.

Fr. Geoff Harvey
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IBAH XPECTUTE/Ib — TOIOC
BOITIIOLLIOTIO B ITYCTHHI

CborogHi Hawa cBsita LlepkBa npocnaBnsie Be/IMKOro
npaBefHMKA-4eCHOro, C/aBHOro MNpopoka, [Npeateuy
i Xpectutens locnogHboro IBaHa, sSikuih 6yB BEJIMKUM
yrogHukom boxkum. Llle nepepn Moro HapoaKeHHSIM
3'aBuBCca ApxaHren [aBpuin 1oro 6aTbkoBi 3axapil
B EPYCa/IMMCbKOMY XpaMi i CKasaB , WO B HbOrO
HaApPOAUTBLCS CUH, KU Oyae Be/MKMn B odax Boxkumx.
| cnpaBai BXe nNpu HapoAXKeHHi IBaHa XpecTutens
locnoaHbOro Aisanch Yygeca, Tak Lo MOro 3HaMOMI i
cycian 3 BeNMKUM nogueoM nutanu: “Kum byne amts
ue?” Ha ue nuTaHHa pae Bignosigb cam locnogp,
KOJIM yCTaMM MPOPOKa roBopuThb, WO IBaH € “rosoc
BOMIOLLLOMO B MYCTUHI".

IBaH XpecTuTesib NPOBOAUB CBATE i Y>KE CTPOre XKUTTS
cepef, NycTeni, a TaKoXK NOCTOM i MOJIMTBOKO FOTYBaB
cebe 0o nNponosigi, a NisHille NPUroToB/sSB Hapod, A0
npuxoay locnoaa Haworo Icyca XpucTa.

BaraTto ntogen npuxoamnun oo IBaHa XpectuTens, Wwob
nocayxaTu WMOro npomnoBifi, BOHM Kas/IMCA Yy CBOIX
rpixax. OgHoro pasy y4qHi IBaHa XpecTuTens sanutasu:
“Yuntemo! Toi, skuin 6yB 3 To6oto no Ton 6ik MopaaHny,
Mpo AKOro TU CBiA4MB, OCb BiH XpecTuTs, i BCi MAYTL A0
Hboro”. A IBaH BignoBis: “lOMy HaNeXXMTb POCTU, a MEHI
3MeHLUyBaTucs”.

19

IBaH XpecTuTenb 3aBXKAM YCiM TOBOPWB Npasay.
OpHoro pa3sy mnoro 3anutann moan; Lo Ham pobutin?
IBaH BignoB.iB: “XTo Mae ABi 04eXKMHU, Xall 4aCTb TOMY
XTO He Mae, i XTo Mae€ iKy,xall 3pobuTb Tak camo”. |
MUTapaM, AKi NPUXOAUN A0 HbOrO XPEecTUTUCA BiH
roBopmB; “HiYoro He BMMaranTe 6i/iblle TOro Lo
npusHadeHo BaM”. | BoiHaMm, AKi 3anuTyBasn y IBaHa,
o iM pobUTH BiH BiAMNOBigaB: “HIKOro He KPUBAITb, HE
0bMoBAANTE | 334,0BOJIbHANTECA NaTHeIO BaLlo”. He
no6osscs IBaH XpecTtutenb cTtaTh nepep, lpoaom, akum
BMKpPaB >KiHKY cBoro 6pata ®uamna i XuB 3 Heto, Wob
MOMY CKa3aTH; LLLO He roAUTbCS TOOI MaTK XKiHKY bpaTa
TBOro. 3HaB IBaH, L0 3a ue Ipoa Ta Ipogiaga nomMcTaTb
MoMy. 3HaB, LLO 33 Lie YEKAE MOro TeEMHULSA | CMepTb.

Byayun B TeMHuui |BaH XpecTuTenb nocuaae Ao
CnacuTtens cBOiX Y4HIB W06 BOHM 3anmTanan y XpucTa:
“yn Bin Tor XTo Mae npuintn (Mecisa, Cnacutesns CBITY),
YK YeKaTu iHWoro?

Konn y4yHi IBaHa XpecTuTens 3anuTtanam nNpo ue vy
Cnacutens, locnogb BiANOBIB, WO NiAiTbh, PO3KaXKiTb
IBAHOBI, WO BM 6GaymMauM i 4yam: caini Npo3piBakoTh,
KPUBI X04ATb, MPOKaXeHi OYMLLAIOTLCA, TAyXi YytoTb,
MepTBi BOCKpecarTb, ybori 6narosicTBytoTb. Myapui
HaCTaBHUK- CBATUI IBaH XpecTuTtenb, 6a4mB, O MOro
YYHIi CyMHiBalOTbCS, TOMY i nocmnae ix go Cnacurtens,
wo6 BOHM CaMi MepekoHa/MCb XTO nepen, HUMK, 60
“nina ski TBopmB” CnacuTesib “BOHM caMi CBiUMIM NPO
Hboro”.

Mponogiab IBaHa XpecTutensa Mictmunacb B KOPOTKUX
cnoBax:"lMokalTeca! loTyiTe gopory locnoay!” Byabste
3aBXXAM roToBi Ao npuxony Xpucta locnoaa!

OpHoro pasy B HeAilo OAUH CBSLEHMK iaoyyn A0
LLepKBU, NobaymB 4OJ10BiKa, AKMI NpaLoBaB 6isig CBOro
aomy. Habnmsmelimch A0 HbOro, CBALLEHUK CMOKINHO
npomosuBs: “ bpaTe, Xpuctoc locnoab npuinge ckopo”
i niLuoB A0 UepKBU. TPOXM Ni3HiLLE LLeN YOI0BIK TaKOXK
3aMLLOB A0 UEPKBU i peBHO MoauBcs. [licns cny»kbu
BiH MiAiMLWIOB A0 CBALLUEHMKA i NpoMoBMB: Balui cioBa
3pYLUMAN MO COBICTb, i S NOYaB AymMaTu i rOBOPUTHU
cam po cebe: A He xouy, W6 locnoab 3acTaB MeHe Npu
npaui B HeAisto 6ias Moro oMy, s Xxo4y LWo6 focnoab
3acTaB MeHe B Uepksi”. barato xpucTuaH BTpavaroTb
no4yTTa cTpaxy boykoro, 3abyBatoTh nNpo AyLly i npo
BiiNOBIAb, SIKY BCi MycsATb AaTu Ha boykomy cyai.

IBaH XpecTuTenb i CbOrofHi B3MBAE A0 BCiX Hac:
“nokanTteca Habamnsmnock 60 Llapctso HebecHe”.

Mu 3aBXXAM MOBMHHI OYyTW TOTOBMMW A0 Mpuxondy
locnogHboro.  boykecTBeHHMM  Haw  CnacuTenb
3aKknuKae: “OTxKe, NUIbHYNTE, 60 He 3HaETe, B SKY
rognHy focnogb Bawl npuinge...byaste rotosi, 60 B Ty
roAuvHy, Npo aKy He aymaete, npuiige CuH JTroacbKkuin”.
AMiHb.



THEOPHANY AND RIVER @ODS

Fr. Stephen De Young

he Orthodox Church has always taught that the
background against which the scriptures and scriptural
events are rightly understood is preserved within Holy
Tradition. Holy Tradition is the life of the Holy Spirit
within the church, but how precisely this functions is
often misunderstood. Sometimes it is thought to be
some sort of secret additional knowledge, beyond the
scriptures or the public proclamation of the church
passed down orally. This sort of idea, however, is
roundly condemned by the Fathers in their contest
against Gnosticism. What separates Christianity from
Gnosticism, they argue, is that Christianity has always
publicly proclaimed the same faith delivered once and
for all to the saints. A prime example of how tradition
‘works’ can be seen in the icon and related liturgics for
the Feast of Holy Theophany.

A feature which stands out in the Theophany icon
are two small figures in the waters at the bottom of
the icon’s depiction. These figures are typically two
small humanoid creatures who appear to be riding
upon sea creatures. In some cases, these two figures
have been replaced by the fallen archangel and the
dragon. Why this replacement sometimes happens

will become clear in the further explanation of the icon.
These figures are often identified as ‘pagan river gods’
in explanations of the icons and are connected with
the dragons or serpents lurking in the waters referred
to in the liturgical blessing of the waters, and often
also depicted in the icon. These figures are the key
to understanding the connection between the various
liturgical motifs celebrated at Theophany.

Much of the Hebrew Bible is written in such a way
as to serve as a polemic against the pagan beliefs of
surrounding cultures. When the beliefs of those other
cultures are understood, the Biblical text can often be
seen to be directly co-opting and critiquing those beliefs
to assert the superiority of Yahweh, the God of Israel, to
any other spiritual being worshipped in the world. This
begins in the very first chapter of the book of Genesis.
The primary motif in Ancient Near Eastern creation
narratives is what is commonly called Chaoskampf. The
gods are depicted as having, in primordial time, had
some great contest with a monstrous chaos creature,
the slaying of which led to the creation of the earth
and its population. In Canaanite and Mesopotamian
literature, this creature is associated with the sea, the
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abyss, or the waters in general as representing chaos
and destruction. In other parts of the Hebrew Bible,
the language attributed by the Canaanites to Baal or
the Babylonians to Marduk in defeating chaos is instead
ascribed to Yahweh, the God of Israel, to demonstrate
his superiority (cf. Ps 74, 89, 93; Job 26:12-13; Is 51:9-
10).

What is more common, however, as an approach in the
Hebrew Bible is to depict Yahweh commanding these
other powers and them being forced to obey (cf. Is
40:26; 45:12). This is the approach which is taken in
Genesis 1 regarding the creation of the world. Genesis
1:1-2 establishes the state of things before creation in
a way which would have been familiar in the Ancient
Near East. The earth is ‘formless and empty’, shrouded
in darkness, and described as a watery abyss. Rather
than a great battle ensuing, however, God merely
speaks commands, and is immediately obeyed. He
then at the end of each day passes judgment over
every thing, declaring it good. This expresses a far
greater superiority than simply winning a battle or
killing a monstrous beast. The sea and the waters are
things created by the God of Israel, and are completely
subservient to him at their creation. While they may
be worshipped or feared by some as gods, they are not
in the same category of being as the true God, Yahweh
(Deut 32:17).

In Genesis 1:2, the Spirit of God is portrayed as a bird.
The word used in Hebrew to describe his movement
over the waters, usually translated in English as
‘hovering’ or ‘brooding’ is a word used to describe a
mother bird brooding over her young. The presence of
the Holy Spirit over the waters as a dove is a deliberate
recalling of the original creation of the world. The first
creation culminates, at its climax, in the creation of
Adam (Gen 1:27). The new creation follows the reverse
order and begins with the re-creation of man through
the incarnation of Christ. This is the first main liturgical
theme of Theophany: the re-creation and setting free
of Adam by Christ in the waters of the Jordan. It should
be remembered that the celebration of Theophany in
the East preceded the celebration of the Feast of the
Nativity by nearly three centuries and it was Theophany
which functioned as the celebration of the incarnation
of Christ.

Similar themes to those of Genesis 1 are found in the
story of the Exodus, in particular the plagues upon
Egypt culminating in the Passover. Over the course of
a series of days, Yahweh the God of Israel strikes the
Nile, the crops and livestock, the health of the people
themselves, and ultimately the sun and the Egyptian

gods associated with them without even the faint
hint of a response or a counterattack (Ex 7:14-10:29).
Finally he strikes the divine Pharaoh himself, slaying his
firstborn son (Ex 12:29-30). After the completion of
the plagues, God states that he has executed judgment
on ‘all the gods of Egypt’ (Ex 12:12). The Passover is the
freedom of Israel from slavery and the beginning of the
journey to take the land of Canaan. In preparation for
the conquest of Canaan come events which represent
a direct attack upon the Canaanite gods in parallel to
what was done in Egypt.

The ‘Baal Cycle’ is the name given to the epic poems
describing the ascent of the Canaanite god Baal to
ascendancy within the Canaanite pantheon. The city
of Ugarit fell around 1200 BC and remained buried
and unknown until its rediscovery and subsequent
excavation in 1928. Because of this, the literature
found there, including the Baal Cycle, gives a snapshot
of Canaanite religion in the era of the Exodus and
conquest of Canaan. In his ascent to power and related
creation myths, Baal's chief opponent is the god ‘Yam),
or ‘the Sea’, who reigns over the council of gods and
represents primordial chaos. Yam's henchman is
‘Nahar’, or ‘the River’ It is these two beings which are
depicted in the waters at the bottom of the Theophany
icon. As the nascent Israel makes its journey to Canaan,
that journey is bookended by first the parting of the
sea (Heb. Yam; Ex 14:21) and the parting of the river
(Heb. Nahar; Josh 3:15-17). There is no battle required,
because sea and river are the creations of Yahweh, the
God of Israel, and so immediately obey his commands
both to leave harmless his people, and to destroy his
enemies (Ex 14:27). Yam and Nahar are therefore
depicted in the Theophany icon as fleeing from Christ in
fear and in the liturgical hymns and prayers the waters,
referring to these beings, are depicted as turning back
and separating as they did in Exodus and Joshua. The
power of these hostile spiritual beings is crushed by
Christ signaling, as it did in Joshua, the beginning of a
new conquest which will end with Christ’s victory and
enthronement over all creation.

The final great theme of Theophany is that of the
Theophany itself, the appearance or revelation of God.
The first clear representation of the Holy Trinity in the
Torah occurs at the banks of the sea before its parting
before the Israelites. Yahweh, the God of Israel, has
spoken to Moses several times, sometimes directly,
sometimes in the person of the Angel of the Lord. He
has sent the Angel to lead Israel through the wilderness,
as later described in Exodus 20:20-23 (see Jude 5). He
has also sent his Presence before them in the form of

Continued on Page 24...
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CBATA BOAA I [TIPOCOOPA:
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ByxmBaHHs1 cBsITOI BOoAM i mMpocdopn — LEe Bark/MBa
YacTMHa MpaBOC/1aBHOI JYyXOBHOI MPaKTUKMN.
[i3HanTecs, 9K Ui CBALLEHHI €/IEMEHTM BNMBAlOTh Ha
LYXOBHE YXUTTA BipYIOUMX.

Mpocdopa i cBaTa BOAa — Le ABa BaXK/IMBUX CUMBOJIM
i efleMeHTU MpaBOC/IaBHOI AYXOBHOI MPaKTUKWK, LLIO
MaloTb /IMOOKE 3HAYEHHSI Y MOBCAKAEHHOMY >XUTTI
BipsiH. IX BYXMBAHHS € He NLLIE YaCTUHOK 6OrOCaYXKiHb,
asie 1 0COBMCTOI PenirinHoi NPakKTUKK, sIKa 3MiLHIOE
BipYy Ta NPUHOCKTb 6/1aroC/I0BEHHS.

Mpocdopa, abo «wxepTBa», — LEe MaNeHbKUIA KPYr/inii
XJ1i0, WO BUKOPUCTOBYETbLCA Mif, 4Yac BboykecTBeHHOI
Nityprii  gnsa npurotyBaHHs CesTtoro [lpuyacTs.
BurotoeneHa 3 nweHn4YHoro 6opoLlHa, npocdopa Mae
Ha MOBEPXHI BiAOUTOK XpecTa, LLLO CUMBOJII3YE YKEPTBY
Xpucta. Y NOBCAKAEHHOMY >XUTTI BipsIHU TaKoxK
MOXXYTb OTPMMYBaATMU MaJieHbKI LLIMaAaTO4YKM npochopu
nig Yac 60roCy>KiHHS, SIKi BOHU MOXXYTb B3TU JOA0MY.

CesiTa BOZa — Lie BOAa, OCBSIYEHA NMif, Yac cnewianbHuUX
LLEPKOBHUX 06psAAaiB, HaMBGINbLL BiAOMUMMU 3  SKMX
€ OCBSlYEHHS BoAM Ha boroseneHHs (XpelueHHs
locnoaHe). BoHa CMMBOI3YE OYMLLLEHHS, OHOBJIEHHS i
6.1aroc/10BeHHs. BipsiHu 36epiratoTb CBATY BOAy BAOMA
i BYXMBaKOTh 1T Y PI3HUX XKUTTEBUX CUTYaLLisIX, LLUYKaO4M
[YXOBHOIO 3MiLlHEHHS | 3aXUCTY.

3ringHO 3 npaBocC/slaBHOK  Tpaaulieto, npochopy
Ta CBATY BOJY 3a3BMYaill BXXMBAKOTb HaTlle, TO6TO
nepen nNpMMoMoM Oyab-aKoi iHWOoT DKi abo nuTTa. Le
CUMBOJII3Y€E BayKaHHS JIOAMHM PO3MNOYaTU CBi AEHb 3
[YXOBHOIO OYMLLEHHS | 6/1ar0C/IOBEHHS.
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1. Mpocdopa: ii Mo)kHa 36epiraTh y Cyxomy,
NpoxoJ104HOMY MicLi, o6 3anobirtn ncyBaHH. Mepes,
BXXMBaHHAM NPochOopy MOXKHA PO3pPi3aTh Ha LUIMATOYKM.
Ii 4acTo BXKMBaKOTb Pa30OM 3i CBATOO BOJOHO, [AKYHOUM
Borosi 3a gapu i npocsun Mloro 6,1aroc/1IoBeHHs Ha AeHb.

2. CesTa BOAa: 3a3BM4al 36epiraeThbCs B CreLiasbHOMy
nocygi, 4Yacto y nAaswui 3 xpectoM. i BXXMBaKOTb
HEBE/IMKMMU KOBTKaMW, Mepej, KOXHMM KOBTKOM
YMTAOYM  KOPOTKY MOAUTBY. TakoX CBSATY BOAy
BMKOPUCTOBYIOTb  [IJ15  OKPOMJIEHHS [OMIBOK Ta
0cobucTux peven, npocsaum boxkoro 3axucTy.

3. MonauTBa: lNepen BXXMBaHHAM npocdopu Ta cBsATOI
BoAM 6a)kaHO npouymMTaTM MoauTBY. Lle mMoxke 6yTu
npocTa MOAIMTBA BASAYHOCTI abo cheLljiasibHi MOAUTBM,
AKi MOXXHa 3HANTU Y MOJIMTOBHMKAX.

B>xmBaHHs npocdopun i cBATOI BOAM — LEe He Julle
puTyan, ane M BaXk/IMBUN aCcleKT [AyXOBHOIO >XUTTS,
O AonoMara€ BipsiHaM 3MiLHUTM CBOIO Bipy i BiavyTu
61mn3bKicTb Ao bora. [os0BHE TYT — LEe He MexaHiyHe
BUKOHAHHS 00paay, a [/IMboke pPoO3yMiHHA Moro
3HaYeHHS | BHYTpILLHE 6/1aroroBiHHS.

lMpocdopa i cBATa BOAA HaraAywTb BipgsHaM Mpo
HEOOXiAHICTb AYXOBHOIO OYMLLEHHS, NPOLLEHHS TPixiB
i MOCTIMHOrO nNparHeHHs A0 CBATOro >XMUTTH. BoHM
JonomaratoTh MNo4vYaTU AeHb 3 BAAYHICTIO | Hagi€to,
YCBIJOMJIKOKOUM CBOIO 3a/1E€XKHICTb Bif, Boyxoi munocTi i
Nto6oBiI.

TakuM YMHOM, TpaauLLia BXXMBaHHSA Npocdopu i CBATOI
BOAM HaTlLle — Le BMpa3 [IMOOKOI Bipu i noBarn ao
Boxknx papis, WO 3MILHIOE AYXOBHY OCHOBY >XUTTS
KOXXHOIO MPaBOC/IaBHOIO XPUCTUSHMHA.



Un BBeyepi Ha Bopgoxpela i BpaHui Ha BorosiBiieHHs
OCBSAYYIOTb pPi3HY Boay?

| HanepeaoaHi borosisneHHs (5/18 ciuuHs), i 6/19 ciyns
B AeHb Bomoxpeula, Boay ocBsuytoTb OfHaKoBo. Lls
npoueaypa Ha3MBa€ETbCs YMH BEJIMKOrO OCBSYEHHS
BoAM. ToMy BOHa B3arajii HiYMM He BiApi3HSETbCS.
Takoxk, Bogoxpelue i borosiBneHHs — no-cyTi ogHe i Te
»K cBATO. TOMyY L0 cepen, t0[el HacTO MOYKHaA MOYyTH,
L0 iCHYE “MopaaHcbKa” Boga um “6orosBsieHcbKa” Boaa,
AKi NOTPIGHO HabMPaTU | BUKOPUCTOBYBATU AJ1s Pi3HUX
notpe6b. Lle Bce xMBHi TBEpAyKEHHS.

AK  po36aBMTU  CBSIMEHY BOAY: UM MOTPiIGHO
BMKOPUCTOBYBATU nLLIe XpeLLEeHCbKY /1S Liboro?

Hi, pos6aBnsatn cBsiYeHy BoAy MOXHa 6yab-5IKOHO
BO/00, HaBiTb 3-MiA, KpaHy. HaBiTb Kpanas cBsAToi Boau
3/laTHa nepenatm 6narogaTte. Hanpuknaa, noaun nig,
yac CBsiTa MPUHOCATH i3 COBO NIALLEYKM YN BAHOYKM
3i 3BMYaMHOK BOJON, a CBSLLUEHHMK Ti OCBsIMYE 3a
[0rMoMorol okpornsieHHs. To6To, A0CTaTHbO BCbOrO
1-2 kpanenb cBATOI BoAu, W06 nepenanaca 6raronathb.
3BKMYaKHO, Mig Yac LbOro Npouecy Kpaule MOJIUTUCS.
AKLLO Yy Bac BAOMa 3aKiHYYETbCA CBAYEHA BOAa, MOXKeTe
B3TW OaHKY 3BMYAMHOI | 4ONINTU TYAM KisibKa Kpanesib
cBATOi. MMpu UbOMYy O6GOB'I3KOBO MEPEXPECTITbCA |
npomosTe “locnoaun, 6aarocnosu!”,

Ha Bopoxpellie HaBiTb BoAa 3-Mif, KpaHy CTa€ CBATOO?
Lle He 30BciM Tak. Xouya locnofb, OXpecTUBLUUCH Y
WMoppaHi, cBoiM ECTBOM OCBATUB BOAY, Lie He O3HaYaE,
Lo BCS BOAA CTa€E CBATOM. Y KpaHi BoJa aBTOMaTUYHO
HEe OCBSYYETbCA, Le MOBUHEH 3POOUTU CBALLEHHUK
Y XpaMi Y1 Ha BOAOMMI 3a A0MOMOrol cneLiaibHUX
MOJINTOB.

AK BUKOPUCTOBYBATU CBATY BoAY?

CBsYyeHO BOJOHD MOXHA BMUBATUCS, OKPOMISATU
CBOE XMUTNO, GAN3bKUX NtoAen, [Ki BianpaBAsStOTbCS
y Aaneky popory, ii MoXHa i noTpibHo nutn. OaHak
Ay>Ke BaKMBO NaM’siTaTu, LLO CBATa BOAa, AK i Byab-
sKa CBATUHS, MOXe CTaTu npeaMeToM 3ab606OHHOro
MOKJIOHIHHSA. Hanpuknag, Kosm iKoHy BilLatoTb He A1
MOJINTOB, a Nepef GYAMHKOM AN 3aXUCTY Bif, 371X
cun.

Tako)X BapTO 3a3Ha4yMTK, XO4a 3a3BUYaM CBATY BoAy
NOTPIGHO MUTW HaTLUE, ane SKWO AMHA XBOPIE,
NPUIMMAaE J1iKM YM NPOTAroM [iHA Biadyna cebe noraHo,
TO MOXKE BUMUTWU T B BYab-9KMIA Yac, HaBiTb Nic/is ixXKi.

YoMy ncyeTbcs CBsYEHA BOJa: UM Lie O3HAYae, Lo
CBSILLEHHMK MOoraHo MOJIMBCS?

Sk npaBuio, CBATa BOMA He MCYETbCA. Take 4acTo
TPanAseTbCs, AKWO 0AMHA M'E NpAMO 3 6aHKM, a

He HaJIMBAE B CKASHKY UM KPYXKKY. Y KOXKHOro 3 Hac
B pOTi € MiKpodnopa, sKa NepexoanTb y Boay i TaM
MHOXUTbCS. CBSLWEHHUK A0 NCYBaHHA CBSYEHOI BOAM
CTOCYHKY He Ma€.

LLlo pobuTn 3i cTaporo CBSYEHOIO BOAOHD?

AKWo BOHa He 3incyBanacs, ii MoTpibHO BuNUTU. A
OCb BW/IMBATU ii 4O BOAOCTOKY CYBOPO 3aOOPOHEHO.
3incoBaHy BOAOXPECHY BOAY BWJIMBAlOTb B TaKOMy
Micli, Ae He xoAATb /oM Ta TBapuHW. Hankpaue
BUAMTU i1 A0 piYKM 3a Teuieto 4Yn A0 6yab-SKOi iHLOT
BOAONMM.

He BapTO BMKOPUCTOBYBaTM 3a/IMLLIKM, LLLOG NOAMBaATH
HMMM Ba3oHWU, ropos abo rotyeaTu ixxy. Ane Benuky
ariacMy (CBSTMHIO) MOyKHa JofaBaTu y TicTo A/is
npocdop. KpiM LbOro CBALWLEHHMKM Haraganau, Lo
CBATY BOAy MOTPIGHO 060B'A3KOBO 36epiratn y
4ynucTin 6aHui (naswui) 6ina obpasis i NnpuMMaTK nicas
PaHilLHLOT MOZIMTBU MO KiNbKa KOBTKIB (3a noTpebu
MO>Ha YacTiLue).

Source: tsn.ua
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....Continued from Page 21

a pillar of fire by night and a pillar of cloud by day (Ex
13:21). At the edge of the sea, Moses hears the voice
of Yahweh promising his protection from the Egyptians
(Ex 14:15-18) as he himself will fight the Egyptians for
Israel. After this statement, the Angel and the pillar
both move from the front of Israel's camp to its rear,
placing themselves between the Egyptian army and the
Israelites and preventing the Egyptians from attacking
(Ex 14:19).

The Baal Cycle describes a revolution as Baal rebels
against the high god, overthrows him, and establishes
his own throne as the leader of the divine council.
The Prophet Isaiah reads this as a false telling of the
fall of the Devil in which the Devil is supposed to have
been successful in his rebellion. For this reason, Baal
was widely associated with the Devil in Second Temple
Judaism, including a version of one of Baal’s titles,
‘Beelzebub’, becoming a name for the Devil. According
to Baal's worshippers, the result of his successful
rebellion was that El now reigned as the high god, with
his son Baal leading the divine council of gods. Israel,
by contrast, held Yahweh as God Most High and his
divine council to be composed of angelic beings created
by him. The role of leader of the divine council was
also filled by Yahweh, but by a second hypostasis of

Yahweh, described in both the Hebrew scriptures and
other Second Temple Jewish writings as the Angel of
the Lord already discussed, the Word of God (cf. Ps 82
and Jn 10:34-35), and as his divine Son (Heb 1:1-4).
At Christ’s baptism, the voice of his Father proclaims
publicly Christ’s identity as this second person, the
second hypostasis of Yahweh, the God of Israel. The
angels of the divine council appear in the Theophany
icon bowing to him in deference.

While the birth of Christ is narrated in only two of the
Gospels, the event of Christ’s baptism occurs in all four
and represents the starting point of the narratives of St.
Mark and St. John. Theophany is also one of, if not the,
earliest Christian feast after the celebration of Pascha.
This is because the proclamation of Christ as the second
hypostasis of the Holy Trinity, of his incarnation as the
beginning of the new creation through the re-creation
of humanity, and the beginning of the defeat of the evil
powers which will culminate in his resurrection from
the dead is the very heart of the Christian proclamation
as a whole. While Ugarit and its library lay buried in
the dirt for 3,000 years, the background and concepts
necessary to properly understand the event of Christ’s
baptism as described in scripture was maintained
within the iconographic and liturgical tradition of the
Orthodox Church. The discovery of these scriptural
backgrounds does not require the church to re-evaluate
her teachings, but rather reveals to us the connective
tissue and origins of the tradition which we have already
received.

Medicine for the soul consists of a

This medication is to be administered
liberally twice daily, or as needed.
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St. John the Baptist sees his mission ac :j‘r’i"' witness to our
Savior before
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W/ C‘“I'“IARITY AS A TESTAMENT OF FAITH:
THE!UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA'S LIFELINE TO THE DONBAS REGION
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In times of great suffering, the Church is called to be the
living embodiment of Christ’s love, reaching out to the
brokenhearted, lifting up the downtrodden, and bringing
light into the darkest places. The Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of the USA (UOC of the USA) has answered
this sacred call with unwavering resolve, serving as a
bridge of hope for those enduring the ravages of war
in Ukraine. Among its most remarkable efforts is the
humanitarian aid provided to the beleaguered Donbas
region, where pain and destruction have become daily
realities.

At the heart of this mission is the charitable hub in
Kostiantynivka, a city under the spiritual care of the Very
Reverend Father Kostyantyn Kuznetsov, Dean of the
Donetsk Eparchy of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine,
and his wife, Natalia. Together, with the blessing of
His Eminence Metropolitan Serhiy of Donetsk, Father
Kostyantyn and his dedicated team bring not only
material relief but also spiritual solace to those in dire
need.

In the Gospel of Matthew, our Lord teaches us, “For |
was hungry, and you gave Me food; | was thirsty, and
you gave Me drink; | was a stranger, and you took Me
in” (Matthew 25:35). This passage is not merely a call to
kindness - it is a divine mandate for the Church to act as
the hands and feet of Christ.

In Kostiantynivka, this mandate is fulfilled with courage
and love. Father Kostyantyn, Natalia, and their son
Dmytro work tirelessly to distribute food, medicine,
and essential supplies to neighboring towns and cities,

including Toretsk, Avdiivka, and Pokrovsk. The region,
situated between the heavily shelled areas of Bakhmut
and Sloviansk, is under constant threat of bombings,
artillery fire, and aerial strikes. Yet, despite the danger,
these servants of Christ press on, embodying the
Psalmist’s words: “The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall | fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of
whom shall | be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1).

Their mission is a testament to the transformative
power of faith. It is not only the material goods they
deliver that sustain the people but also the assurance
that they are not forgotten, that God’s love reaches
them even in their suffering.

The UOC of the USA, under the spiritual leadership of
His Eminence Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop
Daniel, has become a cornerstone of support for
Ukraine during this time of unprecedented crisis. From




the Church’s Spiritual Center in South Bound Brook,
New Jersey, over $3 million in humanitarian aid has
been sent to Ukraine, providing life-saving assistance to
countless individuals.

These funds have enabled the delivery of food, clothing,
medical supplies, and logistical support to regions
devastated by war. Individual parishes across the
United States have also risen to the occasion, organizing
collections and sending containers filled with essential
items. Archbishop Daniel, reflecting on this outpouring
of generosity, stated, “This is not just charity -it is the
work of salvation. When we extend our hand to those in
need, we extend the hand of Christ Himself.”

The sacrifices made by Father Kostyantyn, Natalia, and
their team of volunteers cannot be overstated. Every trip
to the frontline regions is fraught with danger. Bombs
explode in the distance, the air is thick with tension,
and the risk of injury or death looms large. Yet, they
persevere, driven by a deep faith in God’s protection
and a love for their suffering neighbors.

Metropolitan Antony offered words of profound
gratitude, saying, “Father Kostyantyn and Natalia are
the embodiment of Christ's command to love one
another. Their courage and selflessness are a witness to
the power of faith in action.”

Archbishop Daniel added, “When | think of the suffering
in Ukraine - the children who cry for their parents, the
elderly who sit in cold, dark homes, the families torn
apart by war - | think of the words of our Savior: ‘Blessed
are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Father
Kyrylo and his team are among those blessed ones,
showing mercy in the face of unimaginable hardship.”

The volunteers who pack and deliver these life-saving
goods are also deserving of immense gratitude. From
the warehouse in Kostiantynivka to the bombed-out
towns where aid is distributed, their work is a labor
of love, a reflection of the Apostle Paul's exhortation:
“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ” (Galatians 6:2).

For the people of the Donbas region, the aid delivered
through the UOC of the USA is more than material relief
- it is a reminder of God's presence in their suffering.
Elderly women, displaced children, and families
struggling to survive find comfort in the knowledge that
they are not alone, that their brothers and sisters across
the ocean are praying for them and supporting them.
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Archbishop Daniel has spoken passionately about the
need for the global community to stand with Ukraine,
saying, “This war is not just an attack on Ukraine - it
is an attack on humanity, on the image of God in each
of us. We must pray without ceasing for peace and
justice and work tirelessly to alleviate the suffering of
the innocent.”

The work of the UOC of the USA is far from over. The
need for humanitarian aid continues to grow as the war
rages on. The Church calls upon all people of goodwill
to join this sacred mission.

Your financial contributions provide food for the hungry,
medicine for the sick, and hope for the hopeless. As
Archbishop Daniel reminds us, “Every act of kindness, no
matter how small, is a reflection of God’s love. Together,
we can bring that love to the people of Ukraine, even in
the midst of their darkest days.”

To make a donation, please visit the official website
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA or send
your contributions to:

Memo: Ukraine Aid Fund

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
P.O. Box 495
South Bound Brook, NJ 08873

As the war in Ukraine continues, the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA remains steadfast in its
commitment to serving those in need. The sacrifices of
Father Kostyantyn, Natalia, and their team remind us
of the boundless love of Christ, who calls us to serve
“the least of these” (Matthew 25:40). Let us unite in
prayer, action, and generosity, bringing hope to those
who need it most.

May the Lord bless the people of Ukraine, protect those
who serve in His name, and bring peace to their land!




Y yacu BenuKMx cTpaxkaaHb LlepkBa noknmkaHa 6yTu
YKMBUM BTi/IEHHAM XpUCTOBOI J1t060BI, gonomaratoumn
PO36UTUM cepLEM, NigHIMaYU MPUTHOBEHUX | HECYYN
CBIT/10 B HAMTEMHILLi Micus. YKpaiHcbKa [paBocnaBHa
Llepkea CLLUA (YMNLU, CLLUA) 3 HEMOXUTHOI piLLy4iCTIO
BiANOBiNIa Ha UEN CBSWEHHUA 3aK/MK, CJYryo4n
MOCTOM Hafji A1 TUX, XTO MEePEXKMUBAE CMYCTOLLUEHHS
BiMHM B YkpaiHi. Cepep, ii HaMBU3HAYHILLUMX 3YCU/Ib —
rymMaHiTapHa [J0rMoMmora, Lo HaJa€eTbCs B 0OJI0XKEHMIN
perioH JoH6acy, ae ©6inb i PyMHYBaHHS CTaan
LLOAEHHOIO peasibHICTHO.

CepueM Uji€ei Micii € 6rarofinHuii xab y KocTaHTUHIBL,
MIiCTi, SKUM [yXOBHO OMiKyOTbCS 61aro4YnMHHUIN
JoHeupbKoi enapxii MpaBocnaBHoi Llepkeu YkpaiHu
oteub KocTaHTMH Ky3HELOB Ta MOro [ApyXXuHa
HaTanisa. 3 61arocnoBeHHsi BucokonpeocBsLeHHILoro
Mutponosanta JoHeubkoro Cepris, oTeub KOCTAHTUH i
Moro BigJaHa KOMaH4a HECYTb He TiJIbKM MaTepianbHy
JOMNOMOry, ane M AyXOBHY po3pady TUM, XTO BKpaW
HY>XAEHHUI.

Y €aHrenii Big, MaTBia Haw locnoab HaBYae Hac: «byB
60 ronoaHun, i BM ganm MeHi ictu; A maB cnpary, i Bu
Hanoinn MeHe; MaHAPIBHUKOM 6YyB, i BU MPUIAHAAN
Mene» (MaTBia 25:35). et ypuBOK € He npocTo
3aK/IMKOM A0 A06poTu - Ue 6O0XKeCTBEHHUM HaKas
Llepksi AisTun sik pyku i Horn XpucTa.

Y KOCTAHTUHIBLI Le A0pYyYEHHS BUKOHYHOTb MY>XHbO Ta
3 nto6oB'to. MNpoToiepent KocTaHTMH, HaTania Ta ixHin
CUH JIMUTPO HEBTOMHO MpPaLOOTb Haj, PO3BE3EHHAM
NPOAYKTIB, MeAMKaMeHTIB Ta peyen  nepLioi
HeobXxigHOCTiBCYyCiaHiMicTa,30KpeMa TopeLbK, ABLiiBKY
Ta NMokpoBcbK. PerioH, po3TalloBaHWi MidK iIHTEHCUBHO
obcTpingHnuMmn  panoHamm BaxmyTa i Cnos’sHcbKa,
3HaXoAMUTbCA Nif, NOCTIMHOM 3arpo3oto boMbapayBaHb,
apTobcTpinie i asiaygapiB. OfHaK, He3BaykalouM Ha
Hebe3neKy, Lji cayrn Xpucta rnpooBXKyoTb, BTiJIHO4YN
cnoBa ncanmMocnisus: «focnoapb CBIT/I0 MOE 1 CMACiHHS
MOE; KOro MeHi 6oaTrca? focnoab — cuia MOro XXUTTS;
koro MeHi 6oatuca?» (Mcanom 27:1).

IxHs Mmicis € cBigYeHHAM TpaHchopMaL,iiiHOT cuam Bipw.
He nuwe matepianbHi 6n1ara, sKi BOHWU MNPUHOCATB,
NiATPUMYIOTb JIOAEN, afie N BMNEBHEHICTb, LLO BOHWU
He 3abyTi, Wo boxa NtoboB gocsirae ix HaBiTb Y iXHiX
CTPaXKAaHHSX.

Yy, CLUA nia, OYyXOBHUM NMpoBOAOM
BucokonpeocBsiLleHHIloro  MuTponosmMTa AHTOHIs
Ta apxiennckona [aHuina ctana HapiXXHUM KaMeHeM
nNiaTpUMKN  YKpaiHM B ULeN 4ac 6GesnpeueaeHTHOT
Kpusn. 3 [yxoBHoro ueHTpy Llepksu B CayTt-bayHa-




BpyKy, wtat Heto-Iykepci, B YkpaiHy 6ya10 HagiciaHo
rymaHiTapHy gonomory noHag 3 MiJiblMoHW [onapis,
KA PATYE XXUTTS HE3NIYEHHIN KiNbKOCTI JItoaen.

Lli KowTn [o3BOAMAM AOCTaBASATU MNPOAOBOLCTBO,
oAar, MeauMyHe nNpuaagas Ta MaTepiasibHO-TEXHIYHY
NiATPUMKY B perioHn, 3pynHoBaHi BitHow. OKpemi
napadii B CnonydeHmnx LLTaTtax Takox niaTpumanm
L0 Harofy, opraHisoBykounM 360pu Ta Haacuiaroum
KOHTEMHEPU, HAMOBHEHi HEeobXigHUMW  pedamu.
Apxuenuckon [aHuin, po3MipKoBYOUYM TMpPO LEN
BMJIMB LEeApOCTi, ckasas: «Lle He mpocTo Munocepas
- ue poboTa cnaciHHa. Ko/ MU MpPOCTAraEMo pyKy
HY>XAEHHUM, MU NpocTaraemMo pyky Camoro Xpucra».

HeMo)x/1MBo nepeoLiHNTK XepTBu oTus KocTaHTUHA,
HaTtanii Ta ix koMaHan BonoHTepiB. KoyxHa noi3aka B
nNpudpPOHTOBI perioHn Nos’a3aHa 3 Hebesnekor. bom6un
BMOYXalOTb Ha BiACcTaHi, NOBITPA rycTe Big Hanpyrw, i
PU3MK NopaHeHHs abo cMepTi € BeIMKMM. [1poTe BoHU
BUTPUMYIOTb, KEpPOBaHi MBOKOo Bipoto B Boxkuit
3aXMUCT i J1060B'I0 4,0 CBOIX CTPaXKAEHHUX BJIVKHIX.

MuTponoaunT AHTOHI 3BEpHYBCS 3i C1I0BaMU I/IMGOKOT
noasiku, 3asHaumslun: «OTeub KocTaHTUH i HaTanis €
BTi/IEHHAM XpUCTOBOI 3aMnoBifj IIOUTN 0AMH OAHOrO.
IxHs My>KHICTb i camOBIgAaHICTb € CBIAYEHHAM CUAM
Bipu B Aii».

Apxuenuckon HaHuin pgopas: «Konu g gymaro npo
CTpaXKAaHHs B YKpaiHi — AiTen, sKi niavyyTb 3a CBOIMMU
6aTbKaMW, CTapux, SKi CMAATb Y XOJIOAHUX TEMHUX
JOMiBKax, ciM'i, po3’egHaHi BiMHOIO — 2 3ragyto CJ10Ba
Haworo Cnacutens: «bna)keHHi MmnocepaHi, 60 BoHU
OyayTb MOMUAYBaHiI».

BenunyesHoi BAAYHOCTI 3aC/yroByloTb | BOJIOHTEPW,
AKi MaKyloTb | [JOCTaB/sAlOTh L PATIBHI pedi. Big
cknagy B KocTAaHTUHIBLI A0 po36oMbBaeHUX MiCT, ae
PO3MOBCHAXKYETLCSA AOMNOMOra, iXHA Npaus € npauero
Nto60Bi, Biga3epKasieHHsIM 3aKAMKY anoctosia [laena:
«HociTb TArapi oanH oAHOro, i TaKk BUKOHAETe 3aKOH
XpucTtoBuin» (fanatam 6: 2).

Onsxkutenis [loH6acy gonomora, sika HaaAxoanTb Yepes
YIL, CLUA, € He nuwe MaTepia/ibHOW A0MNOMOrolo,
a W HaragyBaHHsSIM mpo Boyky npucyTHicTb y iXHiX
cTpaXKAaHHsX. XXiHKKM NOXMN0ro BiKY, AiTU-NepeMilleHi
0cobu Ta ciM'i, IKi 6OPIOTLCA 3a BUXKMBAHHS, 3HAX04ATh
po3pajay B YCBiJOMJIEHHI TOro, LLLO BOHU HE CaMOTHI,
Lo iXHi 6BpaTu 11 cecTpM 3a OKEAHOM MOJISITLCS 33 HUX i
NiATPUMYIOTb iX.
Apxuenuckon  HdaHuin nasiko

roBopvB  Mpo

HeoOXiAgHICTb ANs CBITOBOI CMiJIBHOTU MiATPUMYBaTU
YKpainy, Kaxkyuu: «Lig BilfHa — Le He nMpocTo Hanaj,
Ha YKpaiHy — ue Hanapg, Ha NoACcTBO, Ha obpa3 bora B
KOX»XHOMY 3 Hac. Mu NOBUHHI 6e3nepepBHO MOAUTUCS
3a MUp i cnpaBea/IMBICTb i HEBTOMHO MpaLLtoBaTy, LLL0O
NONErUMTU CTPaXKAAHHS HEBUHHMX.

Po6oTa YT, CLLUA paneka Big 3aBeplueHHs. MNMoTpeba
B TyMaHiTapHin [0OMOMO3i MpPOAOBXYE 3pocTaTw,
OCKi/IbKM TpuBae BiHa. LlepkBa 3aK/IMKae BCix ntoaen
[06poi BoAi A0yYMTUCA A0 LiiEl cBATOI Mici.

Balui ¢piHaHCOBI BHECKM AatoThb iXKY 4151 TOJI0AHUX, NiIKK
ON5 XBOPUX | Hafito ans 6e3HaginHux. AK Haraaye Ham
apxienuckon JaHuin: «KoxkeH BYMHOK A00pPOTU, AKUM
61 MaJIM BiH He OYB, € Bigo6paxkeHHsAM boxoi 1to60Bi.
Pasom Mun mMoxkemMo goHecTu Lo 060OB A0 Hapoay
YKpaiHu, HaBiTb Y po3nas Moro HauTEMHILLMUX AHiB».

LLlo6 3p0o6buTK noxkepTsy, BiagiganTe odilinHMN BeO-
canT YkpaiHcbkoi [lpaBocnaeHoi Llepkeu CLUA a6o
HaAiWNiTh CBOI BHECKM Ha agpecy:

Mo3Hauka: PoHg gonomoru YKpaiHi

YkpaincbKa lNpaBocnaeHa Llepksa CLUA
P.O. Box 495
South Bound Brook, NJ 08873

Ockinbkn BiMHaA B YKpaiHi TpuBag, YKpaiHcbKa
lMpaBocnaBHa Lepkea CLUA 3a11LaETHCS HENOXUTHOO
Y CBOIM BiAJaHOCTI CAYXiHHIO HY>XAeHHUM. XKepTsu
oTus KocTaHTMHa, HaTanii Ta iXx KOMaHAW HaragyroTb
HaM npo 6e3MexkHy NtboB XpuUcTa, SAKUIM 3aKJMKaE
HaC CAY>XUTU «HaUMeHWUM i3 umx» (Matsia 25:40).
O6'epHaliMoca B MOINTBI, Aii Ta LWeApocCTi, Hecyuu
HaAito TUM, XTO Ti HanBisbLLEe NoTpebye.

locnodv  6nazocnoeumo

Hexaii HapoO YKpaiHu,

3axucmume mux, xmo cayxcumo Mozo imeHi, i npuHece
MUP Ha ixHIo 3emsio!




INGREDIENTS

3 to 4 Ibs pork shoulder

Salt

Cooking oil

8 to 10 white mushrooms, diced
1 large sweet onion, diced

2 large carrots, grated

5 to 6 garlic cloves, pressed or finely minced
1 tsp ground coriander

1 tsp smoked or regular paprika
% tsp ground cumin

1 tsp ground black pepper

1 thsp all-purpose flour

6 cups water

¥ cup sour cream

% cup ketchup

1to1%tspsalt

% cup fresh parsley, chopped

% cup fresh dill, chopped

FOR MASHED POTATOES:
5 Ibs Russet potatoes, peeled
2 to 3 tspsalt

1 cup unsalted butter, cubed
% cup heavy cream

MAKING MASHED POTATOES:

UKRAINIAN
BRAISED PORK

WITH CREAMY MASHED
POTATOES

tatyanaseverydayfood.com

Slow-braised, fall-apart braised pork shoulder in a creamy carrot,
mushroom and tomato sauce, served over a bed of mashed potatoes!

MAKING BRAISED PORK:

1. Prepare the pork shoulder first. Using a sharp knife, carefully
portion the pork into 1-inch cubes. Preheat a large frying pan over
medium-high heat and add a drizzle of cooking oil. Season the pork
generously with salt and brown the pork shoulder for 7 to 8 minutes,
until well-browned all over. Do this step in 2 to 3 small batches to
avoid over-crowding the pan. Transfer the pork into a large braising
pan.

2. Next, into the same frying pan, add the diced mushrooms and more
oil, as needed. Brown the mushrooms for 5 to &6 minutes, until
softened. Add the carrots and onion next and continue to sauté the
mixture for 3 to 4 minutes, until the onion is tender. Add in the minced
garlic cloves, coriander, cumin, paprika and black pepper and cook for
another minute. Sprinkle the flour over the mushroom mixture, then
stiritin.

3. Add the mushroom mixture to the braising pan with the browned
pork. Next, prepare the sauce. Combine the water, ketchup, sour
cream and salt and whisk the ingredients together for 1 minute, until
smooth. Pour the sauce into the pan and stir to combine with the
pork.

4., Cover the pan with a lid, leaving it slightly ajar to allow liquids to
evaporate. Bring the pork up to a boil over high heat, then reduce the
heat to low and simmer the pork for 1 % hours, or until the pork is
tender and soft. Remove the pork from heat and sprinkle in 2
tablespoons of chopped parsley and 2 tablespoons of chopped dill.
Reserve the remaining fresh herbs for garnish.

For the mashed potatoes: peel and cube the potatoes into even sized pieces and add the cubed potatoes into a large
pot of water. Season the water generously with salt and bring the potatoes to a boil over high heat. Boil the potatoes
for approximately 15 minutes, or until fork tender. Drain the potatoes, then add the butter and let it stand for a few
minutes until the butter is melted. Using a potato masher, mash the potatoes until they're smooth. Add a few
tablespoons of cream to the potatoes, as needed. Season with salt, to taste.

FOR SERVING:

Spoon the braised pork over a bed of the creamy mashed potatoes. Garnish with more fresh herbs and enjoy.
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SERVING THE LORD WITH GLADNESS: UNITED IN FAITH,
DEDICATED TO HIS CALL
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55 Ukrainian Orthodox League of the USA
o [ Dedicate fo our Church . Devoled lo its Youth

2025 Ohio/WPa Pan-Orthodox Retreat

Slie Longuage o Ortheeny

Scripture & Verse

Experiencing Great Lent through the Prophets,
Psalmist, Saints and the Gospels

SAT., MARCH 15, 2025, 9:00 am - 3:30 pm
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

SAINT,SOPHIA SEMINARY
—mm Téels ingpinaliin

CEMIHAPI}I CBHTOI CO (I)II,

=Saints, Daily Readings, Paschalion
- -Directory of parishes
- -Directory of clergy with photos
-List of Names of Saints in Englsh and Ukrainian
mem‘mm more..
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BAPTISMS:

Alston, Xavker baptized and chrismated on November 10, 2024
in Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Millville, NJ. Child of Brahin Alston
and Kiara Lett. Sponsors: Nicholas Kusznir and Gorolana llijevska.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Orest Poukhalskii.

Arabadzhi, Sofia baptized and chrismated on November 30, 2024
in Holy Trinity Mission Church, Sacramento, CA. Child of Pavel
Arabadzhi and Mariia Arabadzhi. Sponsors: and Olena Lafazan.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Myroslav Turchak.

Ayoub, Joseph baptized and chrismated on November 24, 2024 in Sts.
Peter and Paul Church, West Islip, NY. Child of Id Yousset Ayoub and
Lesia Ayoub. Sponsors: Geries Ayoub/George Ayoub and Valentyna
Krot/Naheda Alhihi. Celebrated by V. Rev. Stepan Motychak.

Brooks, John Devin baptized and chrismated on November 9, 2024
in Ss. Cyril & Methodius Church, Madison, WI. Child of Bradley
Brooks and Amy Pasch. Sponsor: Steve Stavros. Celebrated by V. Rev.
Gregory Jensen.

Cooksey, Clement Collin baptized and chrismated on October 27,
2024 in Ss. Cyril & Methodius Church, Madison, WI. Child of Charles
Kenton and Lynn Johnson. Sponsor: Rev. Chrastopher Whatley.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Gregory Jensen.

Dyatlov, Nicholas baptized and chrismated on October 13, 2024 in
St. Mary’s Protection Church, Bridgeport, CT. Child of Artem Dyatlov
and Nataliia Romanenko. Sponsors: Stanisslav Tissenko and Tetiana
Lazebnyk. Celebrated by V. Rev. Stephen Masliuk.

Gorbunov, Maxim baptized and chrismated on October 27, 2024 in
St. Michael Church, San Francisco, CA. Child of Andriy Gorbunov and
luliia Abramova. Sponsors: Yevhen Abramov and Alisa Gorbunova.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Georgiy Tyapko.

Inman, Khristopher baptized and chrismated on November 10, 2024
in Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Millville, NJ. Child of Rashan Inman
and Shamaika Randolph. Sponsors: Nicholas Kusznir and Gorolana
Ilijevska. Celebrated by V. Rev. Orest Poukhalskii.

Inman, Mia baptized and chrismated on November 10, 2024 in Sts.
Peter and Paul Church, Millville, NJ. Child of Khristopher Inman
and Kiara Lett. Sponsors: Nicholas Kusznir and Gorolana llijevska.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Orest Poukhalskii.

King, Barbara Jessica baptized and chrismated on October 27, 2024
in Ss. Cyril & Methodius Church, Madison, WI. Child of Adam King
and Sheryl Groff. Sponsors: and Katherine W. Albrecht. Celebrated
by V. Rev. Gregory Jensen.

Kotyk, Emilia baptized and chrismated on December 7, 2024 in St.
Andrew Church, Boston, MA. Child of Svyatoslav Kotyk and Victoria
Lobanova. Sponsors: Nazarii Syneiko and Nelli Krutko. Celebrated by
V. Rev. Roman Tarnavsky.

Kurysh, Tobias baptized and chrismated on December 14, 2024 in
St. Vladimir Cathedral Church, Parma, OH. Child of Vasyl Kurysh
and Vira Petryshyn. Sponsors: Mykola Kurysh and Maryana Demko.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Michael Hontaruk.

Kuznietsov, Mark baptized and chrismated on December 14, 2024
in Holy Trinity Mission Church, Sacramento, CA. Child of Volodymyr
Kuznietsov and Tetiana Romanchuk. Sponsors: Volodymyr Lekhitskyy
and Nataliia Khilchuk. Celebrated by V. Rev. Myroslav Turchak.

Lett, Serenity baptized and chrismated on November 10, 2024 in Sts.
Peter and Paul Church, Millville, NJ. Child of Brahin Alston and Kiara
Lett. Sponsors: Nicholas Kusznir and Gorolana llijevska. Celebrated
by V. Rev. Orest Poukhalskii.

Lett, Kiara N. baptized and chrismated on November 10, 2024 in
Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Millville, NJ. Child of Aaron L. Lett and
Tommeeka L. Johnson. Sponsors: Nicholas Kusznir and Gorolana
Ilijevska. Celebrated by V. Rev. Orest Poukhalskii.

Lown, Robert Michael Allen baptized and chrismated on October 26,
2024 in St. John the Baptist Church, Johnson City, NY. Child of Gary A.
Lown and lesa M. Harrigan-Ladue. Sponsor: Jody Lynn M. Dimitriou.
Celebrated by V. Rev. lvan Synevskyy.

Lown, Robert Peter Allen baptized and chrismated on October 26,
2024 in St. John the Baptist Church, Johnson City, NY. Child of Robert
Allen Lown SR. and Marianne Lynn Szymaniak. Sponsor: Jeffrey M.
Hatala. Celebrated by V. Rev. lvan Synevskyy.

Lychman, Matviy David baptized and chrismated on December
14, 2024 in Holy Trinity Mission Church, Sacramento, CA. Child of
Yevhenii Lychman and Kristina Lychman. Sponsors: Oleh Fedorenko
and Anastasiya Aristakhova. Celebrated by V. Rev. Myroslav Turchak.

Maksymiuk, Matthew baptized and chrismated on November 23,
2024 in St. Vladimir Cathedral Church, Parma, OH. Child of Denys
Maksymiuk and Lesia Hordei. Sponsors: Andrii Yakiviuk/Volodymyr
Soroka and Mariana lakyviuk/lvanna Sorokhan. Celebrated by V. Rev.
Michael Hontaruk.

Mars, Ethan Alexander baptized and chrismated on October 19, 2024
in St. Michael Church, San Francisco, CA. Child of Lesia Ivzhenko.
Sponsors: Gleb Matsulevich and llona Danibratenko. Celebrated by
V. Rev. Georgiy Tyapko.

Mayers, Victor Kurtis baptized and chrismated on October 12, 2024
in Sts. Michael & George Church, Minneapolis, MN. Child of Kurtis
Alan Mayers and Julie Jennifer Mayers. Sponsors: Kyle Mayers and
Chetsta Olsen. Celebrated by V. Rev. Myron Korostil.

Perepelytsia, Leon baptized and chrismated on November 6, 2024 in
St. Michael Church, San Francisco, CA. Child of Oleksandr Perepelytsia
and Olha Perepelytsia. Sponsor: Serhii Vodko. Celebrated by V. Rev.
Georgiy Tyapko.
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Prystupa, Mark baptized and chrismated on December 8, 2024 in
Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Millville, NJ. Child of Anatolii Prystupa
and Yuliia Prystupa. Sponsors: Mykola Khyzhniak and Oksana Strahl.
Celebrated by V. Rev. Orest Poukhalskii.

Pshenychnykova, Ahata baptized and chrismated on November
15, 2024 in St. Michael Church, San Francisco, CA. Child of Dmytro
Pshenychnykov and Inna Martynova. Sponsors: Vasyl Smolii and
Maryna Yashnik. Celebrated by V. Rev. Georgiy Tyapko.

Rogers, Lucas Philip baptized and chrismated on November 17, 2024
in St. Vladimir Church, Pittsburgh, PA. Child of Mark Patrick Rogers
and Natalie Rogers. Sponsors: James Amon Senedak and Jessica
Lynn Johns. Celebrated by V. Rev. John Haluszczak.

Szymaniak, Marianne Maryann Lynn baptized and chrismated on
October 26, 2024 in St. John the Baptist Church, Johnson City, NY.
Child of George Szymaniak and Patricia Conklin-Tautercuff. Sponsors:
Yaman Chebiniak and Tamara Chebiniak. Celebrated by V. Rev. Ivan
Synevskyy.

Varha, Andrew Michael baptized and chrismated on December 14,
2024 in St. Mary Protectress Church, Spring Valley, CA. Child of Yuli
Varna and Khrystna Pfeiffer. Sponsors: Arkadiusz Kopec and Olga
Chekanska. Celebrated by V. Rev. Myron Mykhaylyuk.

Vasylyshen, Timothy baptized and chrismated on December 7, 2024
in St. Mary’s Church, New Britain, CT. Child of Vadym Vasylyshen
and Karyna Koverega. Sponsors: lhor Lytvynets/Pavlo Mathinov/
Vladislav Shovkenyk/Vitalii Vysotsky and Kateryna Kutynets/Ruslana
Mygovich/Anna Zubik/Olena Heletiuk. Celebrated by V. Rev. Andrii
Pokotylo.

MARRIAGES:

Serhii Andrukh and Svitlana Rozdobudko in St. Luke Parish, Syracuse,
NY, on December 7, 2024, witnessed by Eduard Kovalyk and Veronika
Kovalyk. Celebrant: V. Rev. Mykola Andrushkiv.

Vitalii Konet and Khrystyna Chaban in St. Andrew Memorial Church
Parish, South Bound Brook, NJ, on October 26, 2024, witnessed
by Mykola Tsepeniuk/Andrii Hondzvanna Fedchyshyn and Denys
Hulchenko. Celebrant: V. Rev. Vasyl Shak.

Volodymyr Kulyak and Olga Prokopiv in St. Andrew Memorial Church
Parish, South Bound Brook, NJ, on November 2, 2024, witnessed by
Bohdan Sokolyk and Lesya Olihiychuk. Celebrant: V. Rev. Vasyl Shak.

Vincent Nasser and Sylvia Boules in Sts. Peter and Paul Parish,
Carnegie, PA, on October 26, 2024, witnessed by Anton Bayer and
Caroline Boules. Celebrant: Rev. John Charest.

DEATHS:

Osmun, James W. of Schnecksville, PA on November 24, 2024 at the
age of 79 years, officiating clergy Rev. Oleg Kravchenko of Assumption
Virgin Mary Parish, Northampton, PA 18067.

Petruczok, Anatole of Orhard Park, NY on November 25, 2024 at the
age of 76 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Yuriy Kasyanov of Holy Trinity
Parish, Cheektowaga, NY 14227.

Syder, Audrey J. of Parma, OH on October 13, 2024 at the age of

85 years, officiating clergy V. Rev. Michael Hontaruk and V. Rev. John
Nakonachny of St. Vladimir Cathedral Parish, Parma, OH 44134.

SIMPLICITY OF FAITH

Do not lose the simple, innocent faith of childhood.
If you have already lost it... go out and find it.

- Archbishop Daniel

.HPOCTOTA BIPH

He BTpadanTe npocTty, HEBUHHY Bipy AUTUHCTEA.
Ao BK BiKe 1T 3ryounu ... BigluykanTte i 3Hangite.

- Apxienucxon Jdaruia
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CLERGY STHATISTICS

! ©% [ANUARY T

ORDINATIONS

u%a/; v pij / jM{n s Cistn!

>

HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN ANTONY 1/26/2013 METROPOLITAN
V. REV. MYRON MYKHAYLYUK 1/2/1977 PRIEST
V. REV. PAUL BODNARCHUK 1/3/1993 PRIEST
V. REV. OREST POUKHALSKII 1/9/2000 PRIEST
V. REV. ANDRIY MATLAK 1/9/2013 PRIEST
V. REV. ROMAN YATSKIV 1/14/1989  PRIEST
REV. YURII BOBKO 1/18/2020 PRIEST
V. REV. IOAN PROTEASA 1/19/1992  PRIEST
V. REV. HARRY LINSINBIGLER 1/25/2003  PRIEST
REV. SVIATOSLAV HOT 1/25/2020  PRIEST
V. REV. NICHOLAS KLODNICKI 1/28/1984  PRIEST
V. REV. STEPAN BILOGAN 1/28/2001  PRIEST
V. REV. MYROSLAV SCHIRTA 1/30/1998  PRIEST
ARCHDN. VASYL JANICK 1/28/2006 DEACON

I .l,
\\\\\\ : i ) \\ . 4 r” . — - s ' //’7/
| ,f S, A 77 S l
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CLERGY STATISTICS [§

CI4EHb
NECROLOGY

uﬁ/_%e/fw;}/ (é;z%/lmﬁ @&‘Mﬂ/ ' sits!

JANUARY
28th 1942 - PROTOPRIEST ISIDORE KOSTIUK
27th 1955 - PROTOPRIEST JOSEPH BODNAR
6th 1958 -  PRIEST STEFAN VULCHYN
9th 1968 - PROTOPRESBYTER JOHN SAWCHUK
9th 1968 - PROTOPRESBYTER LEV WESOLOWSKY
26th 1974 - PRTOPRESBYTER ALEXANDER DOWHAL
9th 1984 - PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA UHORCZAK
28th 1990 - PROTOPRESBYTER JURI HULEY
17th 1996 - PROTOPRIEST TYT MELNYCHUK
13th 1996 - PRIEST GREGORY WOLKOWYNSKY
19th 1999 - PROTOPRIEST MYKOLA HODYNSKY
10th 2002 - PROTOPRESBYTER PETRO BUDNYJ
20th 2023 - PROTOPRESBYTER WILLIAM DIAKIW
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Join us in prayer for the youth of our Church in front of
the icon of the Mother of God “Nurturer of Children”

3anpomyemo Bac npuegHaTHCS 10 MOJHTBH 32 MOJIOAb
IlepxBu nepen ikonoio IlpecaToi boroponuni «bepernus
JliTei»

Akathist to the Mother of God
“NURTURER OF (HILDREN"

Mondays at 7pm
KoxHoro moHeaiika o 7 Be4opa

St. Andrew Ukrainian
Orthodox Memorial Church

Spiritual Center of the UOC of the
USA South Bound Brook, NJ

Ykpainceka [IparocnaeHa
HepKBA-NAM’ITHHK CB. AHApin
Ilepro3eanHoro
Jyxosunii ocepenox YT CHIA
Casr Baeux Bpyxk, H. k. 4/
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SCHEDULE OFF SERVICES

w:

FEBRUARY 2025

3 February — Assumption of the Birth-Giver of God Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Northampton, PA
10 February — Holy Ascension Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Maplewood, NJ

17 February - St. Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Allentown, PA

24 February - Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, New York, NY

MARCH 2025

10 March - St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Philadelphia, PA
17 March - St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Bayonne, NJ

24 March - St. Demetrius Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Carteret, NJ

31 March - St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, New York, NY

APRIL 2025

7 April - St. Andrei Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Jamaica, NY
28 April - Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Trenton, NJ

MAY 2025

5 May - St. George Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Yardville, NJ
12 May - St. Panteleimon Ukrainian Orthodox Parish, Brooklyn, NY
19 May - Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Brooklyn, NY
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’“:"' o PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE PATRON FEAST DAY
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) ST SOPHIA UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX THEOLOGICAL SEMINAR

o THREE HOLY HISKARGHS 2

-4 | HIEERARCHICAL DIVINE LITURGY - 10 A.M.

-/ FEBRUARY 15, 2025 1

NIACKABO 3ATMPOLLIYEMO BAC HA

A\ XPAMOBE CBSITO CEMIHAPIHOT KATINLY 1

. TPROn SRATHTEAIR

*/ | APXMEPEVCBKA BOKECTBEHHA MITYPrisi 4 NS

B 10 rOAUHI PAHKY

.15 HIOTOFO 2025
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Ukrainian O 'ﬁodoxue_o._ A
Christian Caregiving and Missidns %
'\’:g l.ir}g e %3

@ e ¥ / /"- ] ;
Commission Announcesii

- w;oA -
Ouper‘:B OWE.

Su

i
Sponsor a "Souper Bowl Sunday" Fundraising event at your parish or
——_just make a donation! xl _ _

Pr@eﬁt St. Andrew%krairgn Orthodox So (ety for soﬁp

- kitchens in Ukraine serving the most needy_

3N

—_— 'Pleése.séﬁd i?:lrfdra'i;er- 'roéds and donations payam:
-- Ukrainian Orthodox League . .
c/o Oleh Bilynsky, Financial Secretary
703 Pine Ridge Road - z
p Media, PA 19063

Questions? Contact Senior UOL Christian Caregiving and Missions' Chairperson,.
- email Anna-Anderson via-the UOL email.

UOL website: https://uolofusa.org/
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UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA - YKPATHCbKA NMPABOCJ/IABHA LEPKBA CIIA

FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS -

B/IOTOMY CBATKYEMO

@

12

15

16

Zacchaeus Sunday
Hepning 3akxeq

St. Gregory the Theologian
CeT. Ipuropia borocnosa

Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee
Hepnina npo muTaps 1a hapuces

Synaxis of the Three Hierarchs: St. Basil the
Great, St. Gregory the Theologian, and St.
John Chrysostom

Cobop BceneHcbKux yunTenis i CBATUTENIB:
Bacunisi Benukoro, Fpuropis borocnosa i loaHa
3natoycta

THE MEETING OF OUR LORD, GOD AND
SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

CTPITEHHS FTOCIO/JA bOTA | CIACA
HALLOTO ICYCA XPUCTA

Sunday of Prodigal Son
Hegins npo 6nyaHoOro cuHa

L 4

L

“The rich exist for the sake of the poor.
The poor exist for the salvation of the
rich.” -st. John Chrysostom

L

42

22 Memorial Saturday
CyboTta noMuHanbHa

23 Meatfare Sunday, of the Last Judgment
Hepins M'siconycHa, npo CTpatlHuii cya

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant

depart in peace, according to Thy

word; for mine eyes have seen Thy

salvation which Thou hast prepared in

the presence of all peoples, a light for

the revelation to the Gentiles, and for
glory to Thy people Israel.

(Lk 2.29-32).
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UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE USA -

3 L 1 |
YKPATHCbKA MPABOCJ/IABHA UEPKBA CWIA

FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS - B JIOTOMY CBATKYEMO

@ @
2 THE MEETING OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOR 22 Memorial Saturday

JESUS CHRIST CyboTa nomMuHabHa

CTPITEHHA TOCNOMA BOTA | CNTACA HALWIOTO

ICYCA XPUCTA

Zacchaeus Sunday 23 Meatfare Sunday, of the Last Judgment

Hepina 3akxes Hepina M’aconycHa, npo CTpaluHuii cyq

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant

9 sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee depart in peace, according to Thy

Henins npo muTaps Ta papuces word: for mine eyes have seen Thy

salvation, which Thou hast prepared
before the face of all people; a light to

12 Synaxis of the Three Hierarchs: St. Basil the f licht f th é t'f P ::l th &

Great, St. Gregory the Theologian, and St. BAEHEIAY SEiTen, e e

John Chrysostom glory of Thy E’e?Pfe Israel..

Cobop BceneHcbKux yuuTenis i CBATUTENIB: et

Bacunia Benukoro, Fpuropisa borocnosa i loaHa

3nartoycra t
16 Sunday of Prodigal Son

Hepina npo 6ayaHoro cuta :

@ XX o
“The rich exist for the sake of the poor.
The poor exist for the salvation of the T
rich.”
A
“Riches are not forbidden, but the pride
of them is.”
“Fasting of the body is food for the soul.” N -

-St. John Chrysastom

L
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YKPATHCHKE ITPABOCAABHE CAOBO LIKE US ON
| UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX WORD FACEBOOK
4 P.O. Box 495 uocofusa

South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

CALEN

Get involvedl .

Venerable Anthony Memorial Saturday
the Great

VENTS
life of your Church!

The success of all Church spons s upon your active participation!

January 30 February 22

Meatfare Sunday

Zacchaeus Sunda
# Sunday of the Last Judgement

February 2 February 23

Sunday of the Publican & Pharisee

SOUPER BOWL Sunday UOCOFUSA.ORG

February 15

Mailing address: PO Box 495
South Bound Brook, NJ 08880

Sunday of Prodigal Son

Shipping address: 135 Davidson Ave.

Somerset, NJ 08873
February 16 z

Tel: (732) 356-0090



